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INTRODUCTION. 



God having been pleased to visit me with 
sickness, which disqualifies me for a time for 
public ministrations in my Parish CSiurch, 
I have considered that the nearest approach 
which, in my leisure, I can make to my 
accustomed duties as a Parish Priest^ is to 
devote a portion of that leisure to a few 
remarks upon the Occasional Services of the 
Church, that my parishioners may have a 
more full understanding than is commonly 
possessed of those admirable Offices, and 
may see the unity of design there is 
in these her Services, and the purity of 
her doctrine : and how, in everything, she 
.teaches according to the proportion of fisdth. 

B 



U IKTBODTJCIION. 

But in mamtaming, as I trust to do in all 
&ithfu]nes8,the true and Scriptural character 
of our Services generall j, it is not needful, 
and it is not my purpose, to insist on the 
absolute perfection of every particular part 
Modifications of form and expression, here 
and there, might be suggested. The faults 
however are not, I believe, many; and it 
has been wisely said that these are not the 
times to be chosen for touching the sacred 
and venerable storehouse of our public devo- 
tions. The repair of a palace is not set 
about in a hurricane. 

It were to no purpose to attempt to hide 
the hctf that there are among us diver- 
sities of opinion, and antagonistic systems^ 
at war against each other. We have the 
old Church system^ which bends the indivi- 
dual will to an authoritative and authorized 
external rule; and the modern sectarian 
system, which slights the teaching of autho- 
rity and experience, and seems to know 
no law but its own wiU — ^the doing that 
which is right in its own eyes. The latter 
system now finds so much feivour in high 
places, and has crept, insidiously, into so 
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many hearts among the common people, that 
orthodox Christians must be exhorted to 
hold their own, and speak out boldly for 
the ancient faith : the faith now and ever 
possessed by their own branch of the 
Catholic and Apostolic Church : " There is 
a time to keep silence, and a time to 
speaf 

There is something striking and edifying 
in the patience of the Church of England 
under the aflfronts and persecutions she is 
suffering ; and if her suffering be a witness 
of her Divine origin and commission, her 
patient endurance is a silent homage to the 
power and self-vindication of truth. We 
commonly find in those who are on the side 
of truth, a slowness to move — an unwilling- 
ness to speak — ^repose and confidence, as 
opposed to the restlessness and suspicion 
that characterize error. It is true, that 
this silence and repose and confidence may 
become^ xmder some circumstances^ criminal 
indolence, treason against the God of Truth : 
and it is questionable whether we are not> 
at the present time, just in that position 
where longer sUence would become sin; 
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where uncomplaming submission would be 
a surrender of the faith into the hands of 
fhe enemy. Now may be one of those 
junctures, at which especially it becomes 
all, who hold the truth, "earnestly to 
contend for the faith once delivered to 
the Saints.'' One, I trust, of the results 
to foUow from the careful perusal of the 
following remarks, or rather from the intelli- 
gent consideration of the Services to which 
they direct attention, is this, — that Church- 
men and Churchwomen will learn to admire 
and acknowledge the singular wisdom and 
charity of the Church in her offices, and the 
fact that her system of doctrine and life is 
oncj simple^ consistent^ scripturaly beginning, 
proceediDg, and ending in the faith. It will 
be seen plainly that the Church has implicit 
trust in her Lobd's promises^ and a simple 
faith in His words. She believes there is 
a special virtue in the sacraments He apr 
pointed, for the beginning and sustentation 
of our spiritual life ; and, in the order of 
her Services, she proceeds fearlessly upon 
this belief. She does not, in her pubUc 
offices^ step aside from that fixed a.nd 
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intelligible order, to account for, or to meet, 
questions of personal difficulty, or individual 
cases. These are details in practice, which 
must be practically dealt with as they arise ; 
as where any particular Christian, by sinAil 
living, forfeits or imperils his gifts of grace. 
The Church, in her offices, takes the broad 
line, from a great and blessed beginning, 
and follows it^ with humble confidence, to 
the end. She has no sympathy with any 
system which would be satisfied with a 
barren and improductive faith : she has no 
sympathy with any system which would 
take from the sinfrilness, and excuse the 
practice, of sin, aa fore-ordained, and so cast 
dishonour upon the Divine Lawgiver : she 
has no sympathy with any system which 
would make repentance unavailing, or dis- 
courage watchfulness^ under the idea that 
the elect cannot fall from grace: she has 
no sympathy with any of those pantheistic 
and latitudinarian systems which appear to 
be gaining too much favour in some quar- 
ters : she receives God's promises as " gene- 
rally set forth'' in Holy Scripture, and 
affirms that ''in our doings, that will of 
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God is to be followed which we have 
expressly declared imto iiB in the Word of 
God." (Article 17.) Accordingly, she plunges 
the dbild of nature into the later of Begener 
ration ; axMi having in obedience to Ghbist's 
declared wiU, and in His very word^, baptized 
it " w the Nome of the YAtHER, and of the 
Son, and of the B.ohY G^ost;," she believes 
that Hil has wrought a spiritual benefit and 
blessiog in that child — ^that Hb has kept 
His word — that that child is now a child 
of grac^ and belongs to Chbist. K it fall 
away, it must be dealt with separately, and 
specially, through the ministry of the Word, 
and the discipline of the Church ; but its 
failure has nothing to do with her system— 
her great, broad outline of edification, — and 
does not disturb its symmetry. She holds 
up the cluld, as a child^of grace. $he teaches 
and trains it^ so the Cat;techism shows, not 
as a little wicked cteatui!e;tbat m^y, perhaps, 
one day hecorhe a Christiariy but as a child 
of grace, regenerated and designed for an 
imperishable crown. She leads it on, by 
the hand, as a child of grace-r-as r^enerated 
in Baptism — ^or further supplies df grace, in 
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Confirmation. She unites her children in 
the bonds of Holy Matrimony, not as hea- 
thens but as Christiana She visits them 
in sickness as Christians; and she buries 
them, as Christians, in holy ground. 

AU exceptions must be allowed for, and, 
I repeat, dealt ^th separately. And this 
manner of the Church's proceeding is in 
harmony with the custom which is acknow- 
ledged in our courts of justice, in the inter- 
pretation of statutes ; it is in harmony with 
God's dealings in the Old and New Testa- 
ment, who gives general rates to be applied 
particularly; and it is in precise harmony 
with thei Apostle's method, who in the case 
of the Corinthians, for example, regards a22 
generally sA ^mnte, and corrects and amends 
particularly eatph offending member of the 
ChurcL 

When, at the Reformation, the Church 
of England was settling her statement of 
true doctrine, and her godly discipline, the 
help of Calvin was oflfered and declined ; 
and that it may be ftdly known what were 
tiie peculiar doctrines of Calvin, a summary 
of the decrees of the Synod of Dort, upon 



yui INTEODUCnON. 

the five controverted points, is subjoined, to 
be a caution to those who are not well 
acquainted with the Calvinistic system, 
which lies at the root of most modem schisms, 
and has so often proved nothing better than 
a high road to Sodnianism ; and this both 
to individuals and congregations. 

AETICLE THE FIEST. 
Of Dim^E Fbedebtikatiok. 
That God, by an absolute decree, hath 
elected to salvation a very small number 
of men, without any regard to their faith 
or obedience whatsoever ; and secluded from 
saving grace all the rest of mankind, and 
appointed them, by the same decree, to 
eternal damnation, without any regard to 
their infidelity or impenitency. 

AETICLE THE SECOND. 
Of thb Merits jostd ErrEoxs 07 Chbist's Death. 

That Jesus Chbist hath not suffered 
death for any other, but for those elect only ; 
having neither had any intent nor com- 
mandment of His Fatheb, to make satisfac- 
tio^ for the sins of the whole world. 
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AETICLE THE THIED. 

Ov Mait'b Will ts thb State or Natioub. 

That by Adam's fall his posterity lost 
then: free will, being put to an unavoidable 
necessity to do, or not to do, whatsoever 
they do or do not, whether it be good or 
evil ; being thereunto predestinated by the 
eternal and effectual secret decree of God. 

AETICLB THE EOTJETH. 
Or THB MAinfTEB or CoinrEEBioir. 

That God, to save His elect from the 
corrupt mass, doth beget faith in them, by 
a power equal to that whereby He created 
the world, and raised up the dead ; insomuch 
that such, unto whom He gives that grace, 
cannot reject it ; and the rest,being reprobate, 
cannot accept it, 

AETICLE THE FIFTH. 
Of thb Cebtahttt oe Fsbseybbaitcx. 
That such as have once received that 
grace by faith, can never fall from it finally 
or totally, notwithstanding the most enor- 
mous sins they can commit. 
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The Churcli of England, following the 
ancient Church, has no sympathy with such 
strange and demoralizing doctrine as this. 
She has once refused to be Calvinized, and 
again and again, as we trust and pray, will 
she refuse the like hurt and injury. 

June, I860. 



THE MINISTRATION 

PUBLIC BAPTISM OF INFANTS, 

TO BE USED m THE CHUECH. 



** Suffer the little children to come unto me." 

" The prayers in our office for Holy Baptism come 
from times when the lea auppUcandi was the lex 
eredendi" — Bishop op Exxteb. 



The people are to be admonishedy that it 
is most convenient that Baptism should not, 
he ad/ministered hut upon Sunday Sy and other 
holy daySy when the most numher of people 
come together ; as well for that the congregdr 
tiqn there present may testify the receiving 
of them that he newly haptized into the 
number o/* Christ's Church ; as also because 
in the Baptism of Infants^ every man present 
may be put in remembrance of his own 
profession made to God in his Baptism. 
For which cause also it is expedient tJiat 
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Baptism he ministered in the vulgar tongue. 
Nevertheless (if necessity so require\Children 
may he haptized upon any other day. 

And notey that there shall he for every 
Male child to he haptized two Godfathers 
and one Godmother ; and for every Female^ 
one Godfather and two Godmothers. 

When there are Children to he haptized, 
the Parents shall give knowledge thereof over 
night, or in the Morning hefore the heginning 
of Morning Prayer, to the Curate. And then 
the Godfathers and Godmx)therSy and the 
people with the Children, must he ready at 
the Fonty either immediately after the last 
Lesson at Morning Prayer, or else im- 
mediately after the last Lesson at Evening 
Prayer, as the Curate hy his discretion 
shall appoint. And the Priest coming to 
the Font* {which is then to he filled with 
pure water), and standing there, shall say. 

Hath this child been ahready baptized, or 
no? 

• "Pont of stone" (see Slat canon), because the 
water that typified baptism in the wilderness flowed 
&om a roch, and because Ghbist ^'s the Comer-Stone 
and our JBoc^.— Dtjeandub. 
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If they answer^ No : then shall the Priest 
proceed as there foUoweih. 

In remarking upon the office for the 
Public Baptism of In&nts to be used in 
the Church, it may be convenient, in the 
first instance, to draw attention to those 
directions of the Church upon this subject, 
which are prefixed to this office : for these 
rubrics (so called because originally written 
in red ink) not only instruct the people as 
to the order to be observed in this sacra* 
ment^ but assert the supreme importance of 
the sacrament itself. They will serve to 
show, not only the faith of the Church in 
her Lord's words, but her resolution to 
proclaim that faith in the face of the world, 
and to give the utmost publicity to every- 
thing connected with Holy Baptism. Then 
some remarks will be made upon the office 
itself, and the main doctrines contained 
and asserted in it. 

The first direction of the Church is, that 
" the people are to he admonished, that it is 
most convenient (that is, most fitting or 
proper) that Baptism should not he ad* 
ministered hut upon Sundays, and other 
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holy daySy when the moat number of people 
coTne together ; as well for thai the Congregor 
tion there present may testify the receiving 
of them that he newly baptized into the 
number of CEBiBifs Church ; as also because 
in the Baptism of Infants^ every man present 
may be put in remembrance of his own 
profession made to God in his Baptism. 
For which cause also it is expedient that 
Baptism be ministered in the vulgar (or 
common) tongue (that is, in English). Never-- 
iheless {if necessity so require)^ Children may 
be baptized upon any other day." 

Here may be observed a scrupulous care 
to make the administration of this sacrament 
as public as possible, to secure the witness 
and the prayers of the largest number of 
Christian people, and to teach a practical 
lesson of watchfulness and holiness to all 
baptized persons, of every age and condition. 
And surely this direction, backed by these 
arguments, ought to prevail with all faithful 
members of the Church, never to seek (for 
their personal convenience) a privacy in the 
baptism of their children not contemplated 
by the Church, but to look for the most 
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public occasions that oflFer; remembering 
our Lord's words, " Whosoever is ashamed 
of me and of my words^ of him shall the 
Son of man be ashamed !" 

And note, that there shall he for every 
Male child to he haptized two Godfathers 
and one Godmother; and for every Female, 
one Godfather and two Godmothers. 

Here, again, is proof of the care taken to 
strengthen the helps which the bapti^d 
should have, and to create an interest for 
them, beyond that necessarily felt by their 
natural parents : for it is elsewhere* stated, 

• The 29tli canon of the Church directs that no 
parent be admitted to answer as godfather to his 
own child. 

There is a disposition to alter this canon and relax 
the rule, because of alleged inconyenience in its 
observance. Any such proposal will, without doubt, 
be received by the authorities with very great caution; 
and in estimating the possible advantages of a relaxa- 
tion of a rule which wiser men than ourselves have 
made, Convocation will not forget to calculate the 
downward tendencies of change in an age not re- 
markable for its reverence for long usage, or for its 
love of hard duty ; and the almost necessary oblitera- 
tion, after a while, of sponsors altogether out of our 
church system ! Change, per se, is not good, '^ meddle 
not with them that are given to change;" but, in the 



16 PUBLIC BAPTISM OF DSTFANTS. 

that the paxents ooight not to be sponsors, 
and that the sponsors ought to be communi- 
cants. The intention is, evidently, to provide 
the best securities, both as to number and 
quality, for the Christian education of the 
children. The duty of parents, accordingly, 
will be, to look out the most fitting from 
among the best of their Christian friends, 
to take the office of sponsors ; and Christian 
people should h^^ve so much care for each 
other, as not to shrink too much from this 
burden. An overstrained view of the re- 
sponsibility to be incurred, may result in 
the neglect of a charitable work, and in 
great detriment to the Church. 

When there are Children to he baptized, 
the Parents shall give knowledge thereof 
over nighty or in the morning before the 
beginning of Morning Prayer, to the Curate. 
And then the Godfathers and Godmothers, 
and the people with the children, must be 
ready at the Font, either immediately after 

present instance, there would seem to be no proper 
competency to change Ohurch Bules, imless, indeed, 
the legislative body claiming to do it, first reform itself, 
that so it m»^ f"li^ «nd fairly represent the Church. 
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the last Lesson at Morning Prayer^ or else 
immediately after the last Lesson at Evening 
PrayeVy as the Curate hy his discretion shall 
appoint. 

The importance of timely notice will be 
manifest to all persons, and the distinct 
direction that Baptism shall be ministered 
during Divine Service and after the second 
Lesson, makes still plainer the intention of 
the Church as to the full publicity of the 
service, and is an unmistakeable condemna- 
tion of the Baptism of children in private 
houses without great cause and necessity, 
and of the equally private Baptism of chil- 
dren in the church when there is no con- 
gregation. What then would be the opinion 
of the Church upon the custom prevailing 
in some places, where the whole congregation 
are habitually allowed to depart, and the 
children are then baptized, as it were in a 
corner of the church 1 Whether this privacy 
is sought from the fear of offending by 
lengthening the service, or from an unwil- 
lingness openly to declare a doctrine which 
privately is disbelieved and spoken against, 
the fact remains the same, that the doctrine 
c 



18 PUBLIC BAPTISM OF INFANTS. 

of the Church is one and perfectly plmUj 
and that she encourages the most entire 
publicity. Such are the observations which 
the opening Rubrics seem to demand. 

A few remarks are now to be made upon 
the Service itself, and some of the most pro- 
minent doctrines which it manifestly affirms. 

If we turn, for a moment, to the Articles 
of the Church of England, we observe, that 
after the introductory declarations of her 
faith in the being, nature, and attributes 
of God — Father, Son, and Holy Ghost-^ 
and concerning the Holy Scriptures and 
the Creeds, the first particular doctrine she 
asserts, as lying at the root of the Christian 
scheme, and as being the occasion of all our 
weakness, and so the explanation of all our 
necessities, and a plea for help, is the doc- 
trine of Original Sin ; and in the Ninth 
Article the Church asserts, not that every 
human being has lost every trace of the 
Divine Image, and is bom into the world 
incapable of any good, but that man, 
through the corruption of his nature, "is 
very far gone* from original righteousness, 

• " Quam lonp^sime" Latin copy, i.e., ^^ as tax as 
jfosHble,** 
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and is of his own nature inclined to evil, 
80 that the flesh lusteth always contrary 
to the spirit ; and that, therefore, in every 
person bom into this world, it deserveth 
God's wrath and damnation/' 

Now this corrupt state by nature : this 
fallen, weak, miserable, estranged and sinful 
condition: as it is the first reason for 
Baptism, so it is, we see, the first evangelical 
doctrine asserted in the Articles. 

No sooner has the Church inquired and 
ascertained that the child brought to the 
font has never been baptized, than she 
reminds the people that "all men are con- 
ceived and bom in sin," and tells them 
distinctly, and with the faithfulness that 
her Lord expects of her, that " our S avioub 
Christ saith. None can enter into the king- 
dom of God, except he be regenerate, and 
bom anew of Water and of the Holy 
Ghost." Thus is Baptism pointed out as 
the divinely appointed instrument of cure 
for the sad malady of the soul which, with 
its consequences, we inherit from Adam ; and 
the congregation are called upon to pray that 
God would be pleased to work that in 
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tte child, by free grace, which he never 
could have by nature — "that he may be 
baptized with water and the Holy Ghost, 
and received into Christ's holy Churchy 
and be made a Hvely member of the 
same " 

Nothing can weU be plainer than this, 
that man now is a child of wrath by nature, 
to be pardoned and recovered by the mercy 
of God in Christ Jesus ; and that the 
commencement of this cure, and the best 
security for its completion, is the reception 
of the Sacrament of Baptism, which He has 
appointed for the purpose. Whether men 
will or no, this is here plainly taught, if 
words have any meaning. This corruption 
of nature is pardoned in Baptism, but not 
removed- Its existence in man is consistent 
with a state of grace and illumination ; and 
the Ninth Article declares "that this in- 
fection of nature doth remain, yea in them 
that are regenerated.'' This at once with- 
holds us from expressing the doctrine of 
Original Sin in such aggravated terms as to 
throw dishonour upon the creation of God. 
It is enough to believe man to be " very far 
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gone from original righteousness," without 
making him as bad as, or little better than, 
the evil spirits."* The corruption of man's 
nature is kept in check, is kept under ; 
but it remains, to exercise the faith and 
patience of the servants of God, and keep 
them humble. It vexes the Saints ; but, 
blessed be God, *' there is now no condemna- 
tion to them that are in Christ Jesus 
who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit;'' which words are thus interpreted 
by the Church in the Article — "No con- 
demnation for them that believe and are 
baptized." f 

* " Non equidem nego quin multi audientes nihil 
esse boni in nobis, sibi in suis yitiis liberius indul- 
geant." — Calyin in Phil. ii. 13. 

I do not indeed deny but that many, hearing that 
there is no good in us, may indulge the more freely in 
their wickedness. 



" This infection of nature 
doth remain, yea in them 
that are regenerated; . . . 
and although there is no 
condemnation for them that 
believe and are baptized,** 
&c. — English Article IX. 

The doctrine of our Eeformers is seen by this 



t " Manet etiam in r^fl^w 
haec naturae depravatio; . . . 
et quanquam renatis et 
credentibus nulla propter 
Christum est condemna- 
tio," &c. — Latin Article 
IX. 
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It will next be observed, that in the 
prayer that follows^ the Flood is referred 
to, and the Passage of the Bed Bea, as 
figuring Holy Baptism : and the Baptism 
of Jesus Christ in Jordan, as sanctifying 
the element of water : both testaments bear- 
ing witness to one truth. Then goes up a 
cry for mercy upon the child, and that God 
would be pleased to wash him and sanctify 
him with the Holy Ghost, ever returning 
to the same eternal truth, that Baptism, 
Eegeneration, is the washing of water and 
the Holy Ghost, according to the word of 
Christ to Nicodemus. And over and over 
again, all through the service, up to the act 
of Baptism, prayer is oflPered for the regent 
ration, the spiritual birth of the child, and 
that he may come to the Eternal Kingdom, 
suitable Scripture being read to encourage 
faith in God's mercy to the infant ; after 
which, and when the required promises of 

comparison of the EDglish and Latin copies of this 
Article ; for we should bear in mind that " the Articles 
were subscribed by the members of the two Houses 
of Convocation, both in Latin and English, and there- 
fore the Latin and English copies are to be considered 
as equally authentic." — Tomline. 
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repentance, faith, and obedience have been 
made by the infant, speaking by the month 
of his sponsors, the Priest takes the child 
into his hands, and baptizes him with 
water,* " in the Name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost," 
the Church not doubting, but earnestly be- 
lieving, that God then baptizes the infant 
with the Holy Spirit. For see how the 
child is treated from this moment forward : 
see the glad welcome to the new-bom 
Christian, as though another soul were 
rescued from the dominion of Satan, and 
taken into the Ark of Safety, and furnished 
with full assurance of all needful help to 
serve God acceptably. Now is the newly 

* The Baptism of the Church is sometimes con- 
temptuously called water Baptism, Do the despisers 
consider that S. Peter commanded what with them 
would be pre-eminently water Baptism, in Acts i. 
47, 48? for there he describes the converts as " having 
received the Holy Ghost as well as we;*' yet they 
were to be baptized. Let no man, therefore, hence- 
forward deride what heignorantly, as well as mali- 
ciously, calls water Baptism ; and let no man presume 
to put asunder what God in the Gospel has joined 
together, viz., Water and the Spibit, in the work of 
our regeneration. 
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bom held up in the sight of the assembled 
worshippers, and declared one of the " congre- 
gation f now is he signed with the sign of 
the Cross (the token, last to be surrendered, 
of our holy faith), marked as Chmst's 
soldier for ever, to wage unceasing war 
against sin, the world, and the devil; now 
are heard no more prayers for his regeneror 
tion, no more petitions that he may be 
bom again, of Water and of the Holy 
Ghost : nothing now said about his be- 
coming a Christian. He is one now. He 
is now bom again. He is now regenerated* 

* Even in the "Directory for Public "Worship," 
agreed upon by the assembly of Puritan Divines, 
when the Liturgy of the Church of England was 
thrust out, the minister about to baptize a child was 
to show the people that Baptism is "a seal of the 
covenant of grace, of our ingrafting into Chbist, and 
of our union with Him ; of remission of sins, regene-r 
ration, adoption, and life eternal." What change, then, 
has come over the descendants of the first Puritans^ 
that they should presume to deny the regeneration 
which their fathers asserted P But the strangest and 
saddest thing is that professing Churchmen should be 
found, some to question, some irreverently to dpny, 
the doctrine of Baptismal Eegeneration, which the first 
Dissenters believed, and insisted should be taught the 
people ! 
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Nor does the Priest give him back into the 
Jiands of his parents and sponsors, without 
immediately declaring to the whole congre- 
gation his altered state, his new condition, 
in these words, "Seeing now, dearly be- 
loved brethren, that this child is regenerate, 
and grafted into the body of Christ's 
Church, let us give thanks imto Almighty 
God for these benefits ; and with one accord 
make our prayers unto Him, that this child 
may lead the rest of his life according to 
this beginning/' 

Thanks are again given, that it hath 
pleased GrOD to regenerate the infant with 
His Holy Spirit; and prayer is offered 
thai he may lead a Christian life, accord- 
ingly : that as he is made partaker of the 
Death of the Son of God, he may also be 
partaker of His Resurrection 

This is plainly the doctrine of the Church 
concerning Holy Baptism; and it is the 
doctrine of the Church, because it is the 
doctrine of the Bible.* K any, however, 

* Nothing, perhaps, can more clearly show the true 
Church doctrine than the Collect for Christmas Day, 
wd nothing is more helpful to the full reception of 
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be offended because cbildren, baptized intx> 
the Church, do not live as we could desire, 

that doctrine than the frequent use of that admirable 
prayer. It is not easy to find a truer or more just 
and concise statement of this doctrine, and the manner 
in which it is conclusively shown to be the doctrine 
, of the Church of England, than is furnished by the 
following passages from one whose name is with many 
a household word. Alexander Knox writes as follows : 
— "When the revisers of 1661 were urged by the 
Nonconformists not to insist on the recognition of 
every infant as * regenerate,' their answer was, * Seeing 
that God's sacraments have their effects, when the 
receiver doth not, ponere ohicem, put any bar against 
them, which children cannot do, we may say, in faith, 
of every child that is baptized, that he is regenerated 
by God's Holt Spieit.'" — Knox's Eemains, vol. 
1, page 487. 

And again : — " It is obviously on certain theological 
grounds that the communication of internal grace to 
all infants in Baptism can alone be disputed. It is 
taken for granted, by a well-known class of theologists, 
that since the fall of Adam, the human race has been 
under a superincumbent curse, which they do not 
regard as, in the very first instance, removed by the 
gracious intervention of the second Adam, and for 
His sake succeeded by an equally universal covenant 
of mercy (a truth deducible from the first promise — 
the seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent's head). 
But it is their opinion that the general malediction 
remains the same as ever, except so far as it is removed 
from individuals whom God is pleased to choose as 
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and cannot believe them regenerated be- 
cause they see in them great naughtiness 
of behaviour, let such consider "in how 
many things we oflTend all ;" let them reflect 
upon the greater magnitude of sins com- 
mitted by themselves, who have, or are 
supposed to have, more light and know- 
ledge ; and let them not expect too much 
in little children, or condemn too harshly, 
lest One should say unto them, at the last, 
" Ye saidy We see ; therefore your sin re- 
maineth!' Our Spiritual Regeneration is 
quite a separate consideration from that 
return to Spiritual Life, which is graciously 
vouchsafed to many who, after Baptism, fall 
into sin, and which is repentance or renewal ; 
our regeneration is afact^ not patent to the 
understanding of any, but the subject of 

the objects of His favour. As, therefore, it would 
be contradictory to this theory to suppose the Divine 
mercy actually extended to every baptized infant ; so, 
on the principle of God's unrestricted benignity to 
every child of Adam, there could be no rational 
ground for doubting that, in such an institution as 
the Sacrament of Baptism, the outward sign should, 
in the case of infants, be uniformly accompanied by 
an inward and spiritual grace." — Ibid. pp. 506-7. 



28. PUBLIC BAPTISM OF INFANTS. 

faith. Our repentance may be seen and 
known by all men. No man can fully 
receive the doctrine of Baptismal Regenera- 
tion through the operation of his intellec- 
tual faculties, but only by the grace of God 
and through faith. Baptism is the begin- 
ning of that spiritual life wherein the just 
shall live by faith. 

It is certain by God's Word, that Children 
which are baptized^ dying before they commit 
actual siny are undoubtedly saved. 

To take away all scruple concerning the 
use of the sign of the Cross in Baptism : the 
true explication thereof and the just reasons 
for the retaining of it, may be seen in the 
^Oth Canony first published in the year 
MDCIV. 

Article XXVII. — "Baptism of young 
Children is in any wise to be retained in 
the Church, as most agreeable with the 
institution of Christ." 



THE MINISTMTION 



PRIVATE BAPTISM OF CHILDREN IN 
HOUSES. 



" Suffer the little children to come unto Me." 



The Private Baptism of Children in 
houses is discouraged by the Church, except 
upon urgent occasions, as in case of danger- 
ous iUness. 

' The first Rubric in this office directs 
that the Baptism of Children be no longer 
deferred than the first or second Sunday 
next after their hirth, or other holy day 
falling between, unless upon a great and 
reasonable cause, to be approved by the 
Curate. 

There is great reason in this direction : 
for if Christianity be a blessing, and admis- 
sion into covenant with Christ the greatest 
privilege and benefit, then, the sooner the 
better ; and if children were capable of 
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admission, and were actually admitted, into 
covenant with God in the elder dispensa- 
tion at eight days old, why not under the 
more gracious and merciful dispensation of 
the Gospel ? and there is both respect and 
propriety in having regard to the time 
observed in the Jewish Church (after eight 
days), though not confined to it under the 
Gospel. 

HappUy, the practice of baptizing child- 
ren in perfect health privately in houses, as 
though it were a piece of state to have the 
Church wait upon the family, instead of 
the family going to church, has given way 
before a fuller appreciation than there once 
was, of the Church services. Private Bap- 
tism is seldom heard of now, but in urgent 
cases of sickness. When, however, necessity 
compels the private Baptism of children, 
the parents wiQ not fail to observe, that the 
children are as reaUy baptized as if they 
were baptized in church, and according to 
the public office. There is no such thing as 
half-Baptism: there is no such service as 
"tAe naming of children^ The essentials 
of Baptism are the use of " Water," and the 



PRIVATE BAPTISM. 31 

words "in the Name of the Father^ and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost/' The 
children then receive their name, it is 
true ; but that is not Baptism. They have 
no sponsors then, because none are needed 
in the prospect of death : but if the Children 
Kve, then are they to covenant by their 
sponsors, and then are they to be admitted 
into the congregation, and signed with the 
sign of the Cross, and in every respect put 
upon the same footing, of privilege and 
duty, as though they had received pubHc 
Baptism in the church. Nothing more,, 
therefore, need be said upon this office, than 
that it is framed for, and must only be used 
in, cases of special need ; and that when 
the children are afterwards brought to be 
received into the Church, they are received 
and acknowledged as "being hy Baptism 
regenerate, and grafted into the body of 
Christ's Church'' Nobody doubts their 
being grafted into the body of Christ's 
Church ; why should anybody doubt their 
being by Baptism regenerate 1 Both facts 
are alike plainly asserted. Is not one fact 
just as true as the other ? 



THE 

MINISTRATION OF BAPTISM 

TO SrCH AS AEE OF RIPEE YEAES, AND 
ABLE TO ANSWEE FOE THEMSELVES. 



^* Except a man be bom a|;ain." 



When any such person^y as are of ripper 
yearSy are to he haptizedy timely notice shall 
be given to the Bishop, or whom he shaU 
appoint for that purpose, a week before at 
the least, by the Parents, or some other dis- 
creet persons; that so due care may be 
taken for their Examination, whether they be 
sufficiently instructed in the principles of 
the Christian Religion ; and that they may 
be exhorted to prepare themselves with 
Prayers and Fasting for the receiving of 
this Holy Sacrament. 

In this service the doctrine of Baptism is 
set forth in its simplest form. The Christian 
Religion is presented direct to the con- 
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Goienee of a person of age to receive it 
for himself, and is, in penitence and faith, 
accepted The process in this case is of the 
simplest kind, and to this office we should 
ther^ore naturally turn, when we desire to 
see what the Chim>h of Ei^land holds con- 
cerning Christian Baptism generally, apart 
from any minor questions, such as what is 
termed the Sponsorial Element, prcmiises of 
Bepentance, vicarious Faith, and so {ctHl 
Here a person of riper years, and able to 
answer for himself receives the offer of life 
in Ghmst Jesus, and desires to be baptized 
into Ghbist's Holy Oburch, and be made a 
lively member of the same. A mighty and 
blessed work is transacted between Gop 
and the soul of an adult connng to him ; 
and in this office of the Chiu-ch we find the 
simple, yet deep and mysterious, means 
which God is pleased to use for the union 
of a lost one with the source of life, and 
truth, and blessedness. 

Now, first of all, note the preparation 
for Baptism, for here 13 tvcrk to be donQ. 
The Church does not bid the well-dkposed 
candidate for Holy Baptism conceive himself 

D 
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a Christian because he desires to be one. 
She does not say, ^ You have been brought 
to believe in Christ, the work is done, 
think nothing of external helps/' Here are 
actual paiDS to be taken : first, that the 
candidate may receive a full blessing ; and 
next that the Church may be fully satisfied. 

Others are indeed concerned in the work 
of preparation; but this only shows its 
importance : and in the direction that 
timely notice be given to the Bishop, we 
have a recognition of the old truth that 
the Bishop is the original pastor of the 
whole flock Here attention is called to 
two things as constituting the true pre- 
paration of the candidate : first, that por- 
tion of it of which man can judge, the 
sufficient instruction of the person in the 
principles of the Christian Religion ; next^ 
that portion of it of which man can not so 
weU judge, the inner work of the heart ; 
for which purpose he is exhorted to pre- 
pare himself " with Prayers and Fasting 
for the receiving of this Holy Sacrament!* 

The propriety, the necessity even, of 
Prayer wiU be generally acknowledged. 
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Not so the need of Fasting ; abstinozioe from 
customary food, the curtaihnent of accus- 
tomed pleasures, to give the Spirit at such 
a time an advantage over the flesh, the 
humble following in this respect of the 
rule observed by the earliest Christians, 
is not convenient, and is not popular ; 
but if God has joined Prayer and Fasting 
together as helpful to the subjection of the 
flesh, and as the best preparation for spiritual 
work, what man shall venture to put them 
asunder, or, in the estimate of his conceit, 
presume to speak of either as needless 1 

K, therefore, there be any among you 
who, from tho neglect of ungodly or careless 
parents, or from circumstances which have 
seemed to you unavoidable, have come to 
riper years without having received the 
Sacrament of Baptism, receive with thank- 
fiil hearts the Saviour's invitation to come 
unto Him : " Arise, and be baptized every 
one of you/' Let your, friends claim this 
blessing for you; and that you may so 
come as to miss no portion of the precious 
gift designed for you, put yourselves at once 
under the instruction of those that are over 
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you m the Lqbd, aod preparo youiselyes 
^ with Projfers and FaAingfar ihe reoeivmg 
^jfihis Holy Sacrament.'^ 

Now in tlhis office we harre the plainest 
aittertion of tiiree great doctrnkes : — 

1. The corruption of man's nature. 

2. The need of Begeneration by Baptism 
{the correlative doctrine of Original Sin) witii 
water ajul the Holt Ghost, ref^riog to our 
Lord's own words in the third of St. JohsL 

3. That however near any one may he 
unto the Ghuroh or Songdom of Ood, in the 
depth of repentance and the strength of 
&dth, he is not in il* until Ohbist has re- 
ceived him in die SacraiDent £[£ appoinibed 
&r the purpoee. 

These truths appear on tiie opening 
address to the C(»agregation, whidi very 
properly reminds the people of man's fallen 
state, and of his need of Baptism, and then 
calls upon GoiD in prayer for the new hirtdi 
naato righteousness. 

* The converted Saul was near the kiz^dom. The 
Chnstian Paul, when he had ansen aad l>een baptized 
and washed away fals Bins, was in the Magdom. 
^< Thoa wt not iiffibaia the Idngdimi^'Ood." 
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Tben comes the Ptayer, and as there is 
no trifling in prayer, you will see the Faith 
of the Church by what she asks^. And 
first it refers to the saving of Noah and 
his family as a Type of Baptism, and to the 
Passage of the Ked Sea. It then refers to 
the Baptism of our Lobd Jestts Chbist in 
Jordan for the sanctification of water to the 
mystical washing away of sin; and then 
intreats for all the benefits, present and 
to come, of Holy Baptism ; the gift of the 

• Mr. Alexander Watson, in his able " Apology for 
tlie Plain Sense of the Doctrine of the Prayer Book 
cm Holy Baptism " (Masters, 1850), in answer to Mr. 
Goode, has well asserted the dogmatic authority of the 
Prayer Book. " To the laity," he says, " it is mani- 
festly of the greatest moment that it should be required 
that the teaching of every clergyman be of necessity in 
agreement with the doctrine which is involved in the 
Common Prayer ; for Common Trayer and the adminis" 
tration of the SacramenU are the acts of communion^ 
And he quotes from Bp. Taylor this most apposite 
passage:—^' St Paul, when he was to give an account 
of his religion, did it not by a mere recitation of the 
Articles, but by giving an account of his Liturgg and 
the manner of his worship : ' after that way, which 
they call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers :' 
and the best worship is the best religion. 

The lex supplicandi is still, with the Church of 
England, lex credendi. 
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Holy Ghost; deliverance from wrath; 
reception into Christ's Church; Faith; Joy; 
Charity ; and perseverance nnto the end* 

Then follows another prayer, for forgive- 
ness of sins, and for reception and everlasting 
benediction. 

The Scripture lesson is our Lord's con-* 
versation with Nicodemus, which shows, if 
anything in the world can show, that the 
birth " of water and of the Holy Ghost'* 
is the "new birth" of Christian Baptism. 
And this truth is enforced and fastened 
upon the minds of the hearers in the words 
of the exhortation following : — " Ye hear 
in this Gospel the express words of our 
Saviour Christ, that except a man be 
bom of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God. Whereby 
ye may perceive the great necessity of this 
Sacrament, where it may be had." 

Moreover, they are referred to St. Peter's 
words, when people were converted at his 
preaching, and asked what they should do. 
The answer was, "Repent^ and be baptized 
every one of you for the remission of sins, and 
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost/' 
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The people believed, and were told to 
repent : here are the conditions for Baptism. 
"Ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost :" here is the promise. This is the 
clear and simple method of Chbist and His 
Apostles. Nothing left to the imagination. 
No room given a man to fancy himself into 
the number of Christ's disciples. No en- 
couragement to come "just as you are," with 
a life of unrepented sins upon the soul, and 
say, — ^'^I feel forgiven — I feel safe — I can 
never fall away from my Saviour's- grace 
and favour.'' No encouragement to sub- 
stitute feelings for faith and facts, — ^to dwell 
on what we think, until we forget that we 
are to be judged by what we do. No : it 
is all stem reality. The reality of forsaken 
sin : " Repent.'' The reality of genuine faith : 
"Here is water; what doth hinder me to be 
baptized V " If thou believest with all thine 
heart, thou mayest." The reality of accom- 
panying grace : " Ye shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Ghost." 

Wherefore the congregation are urged to 
put away all doubt, and earnestly believe 
that God will favourably receive these 
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present persons truly rep^ntiDg and coming 
unto Hm by faith ; that He will grant them 
remission of their sins» and bestow upon 
them the Holt Ghost ; that Hb will give 
them the blessing of eternal life, and make 
them partakers of His everlasting kingdom. 

But look still further on in the service. 
See what questions are put to the candidates 
for Baptism, after they have been told of 
the Lord's good will and promise to them. 

Are they asked whether they have re- 
ceived enlightment from above? Whether 
they have reason to feel assured they are of 
the elect? Whether, in effect, they hare 
reached, at one bound, the end for which all 
means are given? No, no such thing ; they 
are asked, as becomes penitent sinners^ 
beginning their heavenward course, whether 
they renounce Sin. Whether they believe 
the Articles ofthe Christian Faith. Whether 
they desire to be baptized into this FaitL 
And whether they will be obedient to God's 
Commandments. 

Then are they baptized in the Name of 
the Fatheb, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. Amen. 



AS ABB OF BIFBK YEAB8. 41 

Now has anything been done on God's 
part^ or not*? Has anj gift been given, or 
is all the benefit to come? Has prayer 
prevailed, or have all the BUppHcations of 
Piiesty and candidates, and oongr^ation 
proved only idle words, not reaching the 
ears of the Almighty 1 Some may profess 
to think all this solemn service productive 
of no present good* no present regeneration, 
no present gift of graca But what does 
the Chnrch think and say? She believes 
in Chkist, and in ^ every wOTd that pro- 
ceedeth out of His mouth.'' She doubts not 
His goodness, because He is very good. 
She doubts not the reahty of His gifts, 
because they are very great. She has faith. 
The miraculous nature of His cures for sin 
never staggers her belief in the reality of 
those cures. She holds fast, in a grasp 
which HeU cannot unloose, the deposit of 
truth which she received from the primitive 
Qiurch : from Chbist and His first disciples ; 
and this truth she hands on from generation 
to generation, pure and undefiled : and, 
blessed be God, no stain or touch of error 
has yet marred the perfect beauty of this 
Heavenly heir-loom I 
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Hear, then, the true, the ancient, the 
present, the eternal doctrine of Christ as 
held and proclaimed by our Holy Church in 
the office of Baptism. 

No sooner is the person baptized in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost, than the Priest receives 
him into the congregation, signs him with 
the sign of the Cross, to remind him of his 
Christian warfare, and proclaims him to the 
assembled worshippers, ** regenerate and 

GRAFTED INTO THE BODY OF CHRIST'S 

Church," for which thanks are then solemnly 
offered to God. And to show that present 
spiritual benefit^is conferred, and future pro- 
gress lookedfor,is this prayer offered, which no 
one can mistake, who is not very willing to do 
so, "Give Thy Holy Spirit to these persons ; 
that, BEING NOW BORN AGAIN,* and made 
heirs of everlasting salvation, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, they may corUinue Thy 
servants, and attain Thy promises, through 
the same Lord Jesus Christ Thy Son/' 

* avayevvijOcvrec. Greek version of Book of 
Common Prayer, dedicated to Archbishop Sheldon, 
1665, by J. Duport, Dean of Peterboro'. 
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The oflSce closes, not with a transporting 
assurance to the baptized that they will 
certainly be saved however they may live, 
but with a solemn admonition to use well 
the grace given them, and to walk answer- 
ably to this Christian calling. And the 
ground upon which this admonition to dili- 
gence and carefulness is given is, not that 
they may some day, by sudden converting 
grace, become His children, but that they 
have by Baptism put on Christ, and are 
made the children of God : not that they 
may possibly some day see what God has 
done for them, and have hght given them, 
in some unusual way, to discern their path 
to heaven, but that they are now at this 
"present time, and according to the pure 
word of God, "children of the light, by 
faith in Chbist Jesus." 

This is the true doctrine held by the 
Church in all ages, as the doctrine of 
Christ, and there is no other upon which 
we can rest our appeals to the heart and 
conscience, for that reasonable and loving 
service which brings glory to God, and 
true peace to the Christian soul. 
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The whole of this office is framed, neoes- 
sarily, upon the supposition of rincerity and 
truth in the persons coming to be baptized. 
Let us^ however, suppose a case of impenitence 
and hypocrisy, and aak whether, in such a 
case, the person receiving Baptism really 
receives the full benefit of Holy Baptism : 
really receives the Holy Spirit: really 
receives the grace of spiritual regeneration ? 
The answer is very simple, that a curse, 
and not a blessing, comes upon the false, 
impenitent soul : a wicked heart turns what 
should be life and nourishment into poison 
and death. Yet even in such an awful 
event as this, something has been done ; for 
the act of Baptism is never to be repeated ; 
the sacred words cannot be used a second 
time : but when the sinner is " renewed 
again unto repentance," through the infinite 
mercy of God, then is he in the full posses- 
sion and enjoyment of all the grace aAd 
privileges of Holy Baptism. In every sup- 
posed conversion, where Baptism is under- 
valued or neglected, credit must be given 
for sincerity, without which no outward 
profession of faith can avail.* 

* St. Chrysostom wrote, 1,500 years ago, " God is 
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Maxiy izBagee might be shown, in things 
about US, of the renewid that takes place in 
13% after damage done by sin ; but the most 
apt and beautifiil illustradon of revival (x 
reffkewcd^ not r^eneration, that can easily be 
founds is in the Bible^ in the 14th chapter 
of iiie Book of Job, verses 7, 8, 9 : — " There 
is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it 
will sprout again, and that the tender branch 
thereof will not cease. Though the root 
thereof wax old in the earth, and the stock 
thereof die in the ground ; yet through the 
ficent of water it will bud, and bring forth 
boughs like a plant/' The design of the 
iioly Job in this passage is to show the 
wretched and perishing condition of man 
compared with a tree, but at the same timb 
to hint at his restoration to life after death. 
But if the passage be an iUustration of the 
death and levival of the body, it is also a 
T^ry striking and admirable illustration of 

4ible, not ^zdy to carreot those who ace made of ohij, 
hj the toashing of regeneration^ but also, through 
sincere repentance^ to bring back those toi^heir former 
"Mtute^ who hs^re JaHen vSt&v they liaye received *fihe 
influence oi^^ Sbisit/'—YoL i $. 2da 
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the decay ajid recovery of spiritual life, of 
the renovation of the regenerate, of the 
conversion of lapsed Christians. For take 
the tree cut downy and with even its stocTc 
dead in the gr^ound, to represent the destruc- 
tion caused by sin in the baptized : and take 
the remaining root waxed old in the earth, 
and the scent of water acting upon it> to 
represent the grace of Baptism, not quite 
sinned away, acting upon the debased man : 
the illustration is made perfect and complete 
by the result, ** Through the scent of water 
it will bud, and bring forth boughs like a 
plant/' This remarkable and beautifiil image, 
while it illustrates (as it surely does), with 
marvellous truth, the renewal of a fallen 
Christian, certainly cuts up, root and branch, 
the error which confounds repentance and 
renovation with regeneration. The descrip- 
tion reaches to the most deplorable condition, 
the apparent death of the subject : total 
extinction (apparently) of life : the loss, to 
men's eyes, of every symptom of vitality : 
all gone ; grace and virtue having died 
down below human observation, and no 
visible ground of hope.. Yet is there really 
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Jiope^ for yet is the root in the earth, and 
there are fibres from it reaching out to draw 
in the wiUing spirit of grace, which flows 
readily to the least attraction, and connect- 
ing the sinner with the Savioxjb of sinners, 
preserves to him the power of recovery, 
and so hope, by reason of the secret though 
feeble remains of the original life ; and the 
words of Job, as they reach to the saddest 
condition of sinful man, so do they also 
reach to the full extent of the mightiest 
work of renewal that can be accomplished 
in the heart and life of a penitent : budding 
and bringing forth boughs like a plant, the 
work of righteousness and true holiness. 

Here, surely, is room for abimdant pro- 
fitable reflection in this striking passage. 
Here is something for our faith to exercise 
itself upon. Here is a source of comfort 
against too much dejection, under a sense 
of our sins, and the dryness of our spirits — 
** through the scent of water** we * shall 
bud.*' Here is help for those whose office 
brings them into collision with the wayward 
and imgovemable tempers of children, from 
whom they must believe (in spite of bad 
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behaviour) that the Spibit given in Baptism 
has not been taken away. Hesre is support 
and encouragement for the ministers of 
Cheist, a great portion of vrhose work is 
to recover sinners from the error of thdr 
ways ; and here also is a reproof of those 
who would judge too harshly as to the final 
hopes of their fellows. Nor can any one 
turn upon this text and argue that the new 
tree is a new hirth, unless he first admit that 
the child of grace is no better than the child 
of nature : for the new tree is no better than 
the old one was. It is the ^xme in its kind, 
the same in* its c%aracter^ the same in its 
iise^ the same in its fruity having the very 
same life from the very same root. 

It is expedient that every person thvs 
baptized should he confirmed hy the Bishop 
so soon after Baptism as conveniently may 
be, thxjii so he may he admitted to the Holy 
Conmiunion^ 



A CATECHISM, 

THAT IS TO BAT, 

AN INSTEUCnON TO BB LBARNBD OF EVEET 
PERSON, BEFOBE HE BB BBOUaHT TO BE 
CONFIBMED BY THE BISHOP* 



'< Teaching them." 



The Jews had, in every village, a person 
called the Instructor of Babes (to which 
St. Paul seems to allude in Eom. iL 20), 
whose business was to teach children the 
law till they were 10 years of age, and from 
thence till they were 15, to instruct them in 
the Talmud. At 13 they were brought to 
the house of God to be publicly examined. 
This custom of the Jews was delivered 
down to the Christians, who had, in every 
church, a Catechist {KaTrjx^(o)y an instruc- 
tor by word of mouth, to instruct the 
catechumens in the first principles of re- 
ligion. And agreeably with this is the 
direction, in the 59th canon of the Church 
E 
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of England, to "every parson (i.e., rec5tor, 
persona), vicar, or curate,'* to catechize, 
every Sunday, the youth and ignorant 
persons in his parish, and teach them the 
Catechism set forth in the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer. This is SiSdaKoin-e^y teaching, 
avTOWf those who have been made disciples.* 

This formulary of the Church is a practical 
compliance with our Lord's injunction in 
St. Matt, xxvii 20, respecting such as had 
received Holy Baptism, "teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you :" for, in this office, the Church 
calls around her the children of Christ, and 
instructs them in the first principles of feith 
and duty, that they may be prepared to 
receive more grace in Confirmation. She 
teaches the baptized how to observe the 
Lord's commands. 

Now let us mark well the spirit in which 
this "Instruction'' opens. It does not ad- 
dress itself to strangers afar offy to bring 
them to believe in Jesus Christ ; but the 
Church, in the Catechism, speaks directly 
and lovingly to her own : to children who 

• MaOT^revffare. 
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actually are subjects of the kingdom of 
grace : not those going to he : in short, to little 
Christians. And she begins by asking the 
children their names ; thus putting them, at 
once, upon the thought of their Christian call^ 
ing, and opening their hearts, as with a pa- 
rental key, to receive her motherly teaching. 

By giving their Christian name, they learn 
to see the diflference between their natural 
and their religious birth, the difference 
between their natural parentage, which 
carries on the family name and the curse 
of Adam with it, and their spiritual son- 
ship in Cheist Jesus, which has a new 
name, and the blessing of a new nature, 
and the privilege of adoption, pardon ot 
past sin, and gifts of grace. So that the 
mention, by themselves, of their Christian 
names, or the naming of their names by 
others, serves to remind them, and should 
remind all Christians, of that Holy Sacra- 
ment of Baptism, wherein they were made 
members of Cheist, the children of God, 
and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven. 

Now the words of the opening answer of 
children to the questions about their Chris- 
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tian name, do really and in truth contain 
the very pith and marrow of all contro- 
versy about Baptism, and the true aifiswer. 
Boldly, then, with high Christian courage, 
the youthful soldier of Christ is taught to 
volunteer this blessed truth, this solemn 
and positive assertion, having no doubt or 
misgiving about it, that he i^ a member of 
Christ ; that he is the child of God ; that 
he is an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven. 
Faithfully, then, does the Church of England 
train the young disciples, the young soldiers 
of the Cross, not to hide that holy sign with 
which they were marked, or desert that 
sacred banner which was unftirled over their 
infant heads when they were received into 
the congregation of Chbist's flock, and were 
signed with the sign of the Cross, in token 
that hereafter they should not be ashamed 
to confess the fidth of Christ crucified, and 
manfully to fight, under His banner, against 
sin, the world, and the devil, and to con- 
tinue Christ's &ithful soldiers and servants 
unto their lives' end. 

What Christian parent deals otherwise 
with his own children than as with children 
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of grace 1 Who, in their education, treats 
them as heaJthea ? And yet^ in the judg- 
ment of others, who see only behaviour, and 
not motives, some of these may be quite as 
naughty as other children at whose regene- 
ration they are offended. 

If Baptism have done nothing for the 
recipient of it ; or rather, if God, in Bap- 
tism, have done nothing for him; then is 
he, not a member of Christ, but a limb still 
of the old corrupt stock; not a child of 
God, but still a child of wrath; not an 
inheritor of the kingdom of heaven, but an 
heir of eternal misery ; and then is the 
ministration of Baptism the most solemn 
mockeiy that can be enacted, and the Sa- 
vioim's directions improper to be observed 
by His enlightened followers. But let ** God 
be true, and every man a liar;" let His 
commands be obeyed, whether men will 
hear, or whether they will forbear ; and let 
men s love be shown by their obedience, and 
by their trust in Hm. 

Baptism, or, as I said, God, in and by 
Baptism, has done something, has wrought 
a great work, has effected a great change, 
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and has conferred great benefits. "Those 
who are baptized are immediately translated 
from the curse of Adam to the grace of 
Christ ; the original guilt which they brought 
into the world is mystically washed away, 
and they receive forgiveness of the actual 
sins which they may themselves have com- 
mitted; they become reconciled to God, 
partakers of the Holy Ghost, and heirs 
of eternal happiness ; they acquire a new 
name, a new hope, a new feith, a new rule 
of life." — Bp. Tommne. 

So that the yoimg Churchman is taught^ 
not to question and to argue, but to believe^ 
to hope^ to trvM, to work He is not taught 
to rely indolently upon his privileges, and 
to encourage in himself a bold assurance of 
continued grace and future glory, while he 
neglects or resists the will of God. This 
assurance of good in the midst of sin is not 
taught in the Catechism ; is no part of the 
Church system ; nor has it ever, that I know 
o£, been charged against her teaching. This 
belongs to another system of theology, 
brought from abroad, and allowed too ready 
and wide a footing among us. But the 
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young Churchman, I say, is early instructed 
to walk by faith, and not by sight ; to trust 
God's promises, and not his own understand- 
ing ; to encourage a strong hope of future 
good; and to be very diligent in the use 
of aU means of grace, very sincere, very 
humble, very zealous of good works, very 
obedient to every word of God. And so it 
is that in the fore front of all the warfare 
of his future life, in the first page and first 
line of his book of instruction, are wisely 
set those invaluable words, as if to admit 
of no question in his mind, no thought of 
doubt^ "//I my Baptism I was made a 
member of Christ, the chUd of God, and 
an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven.^' 
And let this blessed truth be held fiist by 
every son and daughter of the Church, and 
be to them, through life, at once a memorial 
of grace and mercy received, a solid ground 
of hope, and the strongest stimulus to exer- 
tion, that they may " make their calling and 
election sure/' 

The next portion of the Catechism teaches 
the young Christian the nature and extent 
of his engagement. He learns his pwt of 
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the covenant which the Lobd has been 
pleased to make with him. He has no 
difficulty in seeing that his new birth has 
brought new duties, which are imdertaken for 
him in three distinct promises, and which, 
in three words, are repentance^ failh, and 
obedience ; and in the Catechism he learns 
what these mean, and how he is to keep them. 

It will be observed that the Catechism is 
framed upon the supposition that the child 
has been baptized publicly in the church, 
and takes no notice of private Baptism. 
The reason is plainly this, that private 
Baptism is administered in danger of death ; 
but 'if the child Uve, and be received into 
the Church, the second question, ** Who gave 
you this nameT can be readUy answered 
according to the &cts of the case. 

When the child has been reminded of the 
promises made for him, he is asked this very 
important question, " Dost thou not think 
that thou art bound to believe and to 
do as they have promised for thee 1" : and 
rightly taught to give the true and proper 
answer : ** Yes, verily, and by God's help, so 
I will And I heartily thank our Heavenly 
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Fatheb, that He hatli called me to this 
state of salvation, through Jesus Chmst 
our SAViouit; and I pray unto God to 
give me His grace, that I may continue 
in the same unto my life's end/' If any are 
inclined to doubt the propriety of making 
promises in the children's names, which 
they are not sure will be kept, it might 
simply be asked, Is it not good for the 
children 1 is it not to secure to them all 
the rich blessings of Christianity? is it 
not for their salvation? Again, do not 
minors continually act even in strict legal 
matters by their parents, and trustees, and 
guardians? and are there any parents or 
friends who, when young people are going 
out into the world, ever scruple to be re- 
sponsible for their good behaviour, thankful 
to get them into active life, and hoping and 
trusting they will behave well, and do their 
duty ? The baptismal promises are all for 
our own good. They promise what we 
cannot refuse to do without sin, but happily 
the promise is accompanied with the means 
of keeping it ; and so the young Christian 
is taught not to flinch from the recognition 
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of it. He is not taught to say, with mock- 
modesty, You have made a covenant in my 
liame, of which I am not worthy, and have 
promised more, I fear, than I can do. He is 
not made to disown the act of his sponsors, 
and to claim the wretched freedom to fall 
back again into sin and spiritual helpless- 
ness ; but from the moment he hears of the 
charitable work they did for him in bringing 
him to Christ's Holy Baptism, he is taught 
to recognize it by his own confession, and 
when he comes of age to understand it, to 
rejoice in it with aU his heart. His answer, 
therefore, is, " Yes, verily, and by God's help, 
so I will" He does not say that he will con- 
sider whether he is bound or not : he nms 
^ to recognize his obligation, and to keep the 
commandment. And here one cannot but 
see a manliness, a courage, a holy determi- 
nation instilled into the young Christian, 
exactly in keeping with the noble and mas- 
culine character of the Church of England, 
of all her services, and of all her doings. 
" Yes, verily, and by God's help, so I will" 
But yet more than this, a lesson of deep 
thankfulness is early instilled into the young 
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mind and heart. His thankfulness begins 
with his first acquaintance with the mercy 
received. No miserable hesitation as to how 
to look upon all that has been done : but a 
quick outpouring of the heart in joy ; sure 
that all is right, and nothing done, or 
promised, or prayed for, but what is good. 
**I heartily thank our Heavenly Father, 
that He hath called me to this state of sal- 
vation, through Jesus Christ our Saviour ; 
and I pray unto Gob to give me His grace, 
that I may continue in the same unto my 
hfe's end :" which words, it will also be seen, 
while they assert that the baptized ts in a 
state of salvation, assert also that prayer 
must be offered, and grace must be had and 
used, to continue in the same state of sal- 
vation ; and likewise fiirther assert, by direct 
implication, that through neglect he may 
fall from that blessed state : for nothing 
can be plainer than the teaching of the 
Church in all her services, that "without 
holiness no man can see the Lord." 

Then the Belief is taught, in the words 
of the Apostles' Creed, and to fix in the mind 
of the learner the substance of that Creed : 
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the sum of the Christian faith in few words : 
he is instructed to say what it is he learns 
in these articles of his belief " First, I learn 
to believe in God the Father, who hath 
made me and all the world ; secondly, in 
God the Son, who hath redeemed me and 
all mankind; thirdly, in God the Holy 
Ghost, who sanctifieth me and all the elect 
people of God/' And who, it may be asked, 
that has ever been duly instructed in the 
Church Catechism, can ever forget those 
short but admirable words in which is 
summed up the whole merciful work of 
the ever blessed Trinity, in the salvation 
of sinful man ? And the plain reason why 
the Church thus early lays the foundation 
of faith, and puts the Belief before the Com- 
mandments, is because " without faith it is 
impossible to please God ;'' and now, obedience 
being the fruit of faith, the Catechism pro- 
ceeds at oncefrom the Creed to the Command- 
ments, and gives very simply and truly the 
meaning and spirit of the Commandments, 
in the answers to the two questions, " What 
is thy duty towards God V and " What is 
thy duty towards thy neighbour V 
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The child is then reminded that he is not 
able to do these things of himself, and with- 
out grace, which he must pray for ; and he 
is forthwith instructed in the words and 
meaning of the Lords Prayer, which was 
given, not only for our constant use, in the 
very words of it, but also as a model upon 
which all other prayers may best be formed. 
And it may not be amiss to offer here a 
remark for the comfort of those whose daily 
hard work, early and late, allows them but 
too little time for their devotions. The 
Lord's Prayer, rightly understood and 
opened out, reaches so completely to every 
want of man, bodily and spiritual, that the 
Lobd's Prayer alone, thoughtfully and 
devoutly used, as it is the staple of the 
labouring man's prayer, so is it the most 
perfect offering of prayer that can be made 
in the same number of words ; and certainly 
it may be said, that the devout Christian, 
who is unavoidably pressed for time, will 
find that the " third collect for grace" in the 
Morning Service, and the Lohd's Prayer, 
seriously thought upon in its utterance, and 
used in faith, will be to him no mean office 



62 A CATEOHISBS; 

of devotion on his rising ; and the third 
collect at evening prayer, for aid against 
all perils and the Lord's Prayer, wiU serve 
well for his devotions at bed time. It will 
prove a good habit to meditate often and 
deeply upon each separate petition of that 
marvellous prayer, turning it, with aU 
sincerity of heart, to our own personal 
account. It wiU enable a man readily to 
tiy and examine himself and readily to 
offer up the most acceptable sacrifice of 
prayer. May not this be a reason why no 
other form of prayer, for private* devotion, 
is taught to young children in the Catechism, 
or hinted at, but the Lord's Prayer only 1 
Let every man be cautious how he ventures 
to rank the frequent use of the Lord's 
Prayer, or other set forms of devotion, among 
the vain repetitions against which we are 
warned; at least, until he has ascertained 

• "We cannot forget that when the disciples (Luke xi.) 
asked our blessed Lobd, when Hs had risen from TTit^ 
private devotions, to teach them how to pray privately. 
He gave them the same form of prayer which, on a 
former and more public occasion, He had given in the 
6th chapter of St. Matthew. It is still the Lobd's 
Prayer, and no other. 
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whether impatience of what we call same- 
ness, be not really an imperfection in worship, 
and whether the power to bear and to enjoy 
this sameness of devotion be not rather a 
proof of spiritual strength and heavenly 
mindedness. 

There is indeed a natural craving for 
varied forms of prayer, and the spirit must 
not, will not^ be tied down ; but natural 
cravings require watching, and the heavenly 
mind can evolve, from a few simple words, 
multiform lessons of wisdom and expressions 
of devotion suited to the occasion, many 
Divine consolations, and the sublimest truths 
for its contemplation. Our blessed Lord 
prayed a first, a second, a third time, " using 
the same words.'' The only form of prayer 
He gave was upon both occasions the sama 
The heavenly host^ never weary of their 
Hymn of Praise, "Holy, holy, holy. Lord 
God ATjMTGHTY, which was, and is, and is 
to come," and the faint but faithftd echo of 
this Divine song by the saints on earth, who 
take up the heavenly chant in their highest 
adoration in holy Church, is still that into 
which all true devotion must melt and be 
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perfected. " Holy, holy, holy. Lord God of 
hosts ; heaven and earth are full of Thy gloiy. 
Glory be to Thee, Lord most higL" 

The subject of Prayer ended, the Cate- 
chism proceeds with questions and answers 
upon the Sacraments of the Church, Bap- 
tism and the Supper of the Lord. With 
regard to the first Sacrament, the disciple is 
taught ever to regard it as the instrument 
by which "we are made the children of 
grace/' And with regard to the second, the 
Supper of the Lord, he learns that the Body 
and Blood of Christ (the inward part of 
the Sacrament, the thing signified) are verily 
and indeed taken and received by the faith- 
ful in the Lord s Supper, for the strengthen- 
ing and refreshing of their souls. And in 
respect of both Sacraments, Baptism and 
the Supper of the Lord, he is taught that 
they are "generally necessary to salvation :" 
that is to say, that, where they may be 
had, no person hoping for salvation may 
neglect them. With this sound instruction ' 
on the Sacraments the Catechism closes; and 
it may safely be affirmed, that if ever there 
were a form of wholesome instruction in the 
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first principles of Christian Faith and Chris- 
tian Obedience, it is this. If ever there 
were a strong guard and defence to Truth 
received into the young mind, or an effectual 
barrier, if people would only stand firm be- 
hind it, to resist the introduction of Error, 
in any of its varied forms, it is the know- 
ledge, the clear and practical understanding, 
of this Church Catechism. Consequently 
we might expect that the teaching of it 
diligently to our children, in our schools and 
at our homes, the recollection of it and 
reference to it in after years, the occasional 
open use of it in our churches, as in Lent, 
and at other suitable appointed seasons, yea, 
the very existence of it in our Prayer Books, 
diould be most distasteful to the author of 
error, as damaging to his kingdom, and dis- 
tasteful also, in its measure, to all who have 
departed from the truth in any degree, and 
forsaken the " old paths." If one^might ex- 
press one wish relative to the Catechism, 
for the good of the Church, and for the sake 
of Religion, it would be this : 

Let there be no house where the Church 
Catechism is not taught. 
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Let there be no school where it is not 
made the foundation of all religious teach* 
ing. 

Let there be no church in which it is 
not, occasionally at least, used openly, for 
the benefit of the parishioners generally, as 
well as of those specially catechized. 

The Curate of every Parish shall dili- 
gently upon Sundays and HolydaySy after 
the second Lesson at Evening Prayer^ opefnly 
in the Church instruct and examine so many 
Children of his Parish sent unto him, as he 
shall think convenient^ in some part of this 
Catechism. 

And all Fathers^ MoiherSy Masters, and 
DameSy shall cause their Children^ Servants, 
and Apprentices (whichhave not learned their 
Catechism) to come to the Church at the tivne 
appointed, and obediently to hear, and be 
ordered by the Curate, untU such time as 
they have learned all that is here appointed 
for them to ham 

So soon as Children are come to a com- 
petent age, and can say, in their Mother 
Tongue, the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and 
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the Ten Cammandmenta ; and also can 
answer to the other questions of this short 
Catechism, they shall he brought to the Bishop. 
And every one shall have a Godfather^ or 
a GrodmotheTy as a witness of their Con- 
firmatim. 

See also Canon LIX. 



THE OBDEB OF 

CONFIEMATION; 

OB LAYING ON OF HANDS UPON THOSE THAT AEE 
BAPTIZED, AND COME TO YEAES OF DISCRETION. 



" Be strong in the Lord." 
" It is one of the properties of Error to breed fast, 
and still to grow worse and worse." 



The Puritans "disapproved the custom of 
confirming children as soon as they cotdd 
repeat the Lord's Prayer and their Cate- 
chism, by which they had a right to come 
to the Sacrament without any other quahfi^ 
cation. This might be done by children of 
five or six years old. They were also dis- 
satisfied with that part of the oflSce where 
the Bishop, laying his hand upon the chil- 
dren, prays that God would by this sign 
certify them of His favour and goodness, 
which seems to impute a sacramental efl&cacy 
to the imposition of his hands.'' * 

These were the comparatively modest ob- 
• Neale's "History of the Puritans," vol. 1, p. 194. 
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jections of the Puritans, at first, against 
Confirmation and the Confirmation Service ; 
or rather against the Service, for against the 
thing itself as yet they objected not But 
as the loss of Episcopacy must needs draw 
after it the loss of Episcopal functions, the 
rejection of Episcopacy would be followed 
by the rejection and professed disapproval of 
the Bate of Confirmation. And so we find 
that in the Puritan Petition of 1 603, there 
is a request that "Confirmation may be 
taken away" * And now by every sect of 
separatists the ofl&ce is lightly esteemed, 
yea^ spoken against and neglected. It is 
not now that children are confirmed too 
young, and too little instructed, but that 
they need not be confirmed at alL It is 
not now that there is a sacramental look 
about the imposition of the Bishop's hands^ 
but that Bishops are nothing, and Confirma- 
tion nothing. The simplest solution of the 
objections now made to Confirmation by the 
successors of the first objectors is this : 
that those communities of Christians, which 
have cut themselves off firom the Church, 
• Neale's « History of the Puritans," vol. 2, p. 6, 
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have no Bishops to administer Confirmation ; 
and so being under the necessity, upon their 
principles, of foregoing this ordinance, they 
naturally do their best to believe it unneces- 
sary ; and the more contempt they can heap 
upon it, the more they seem to themselves 
to be justified in their objections. 

But to any persons rightly instructed in 
the Scriptures, and in the practice of the 
Church of Chmst, it is next to impossible 
not to be filled with admiration of our Holy 
Office, and with the deepest thankfulness 
that we hold, iminjured, this treasure of 
countless value. 

The theory of Confirmation is plainly 
this: That as God has been pleased to 
appoint divers means of Grace, and divers 
orders of Ministers in His Church, for the 
edification of the whole Body of Christ, it 
is fit that all who have received the grace of 
Baptism should receive, for their confirmar 
tion and advancement in the Christian life, 
those larger measures of grace, that special 
gift of the Holy Spibit, which God has 
been pleased to attach to the laying on of 
the hands of the highest order in the Church, 
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the Bishops, who sit in the Apostles' chair, 
and after their example. All this may seem 
mysterious. Great eflFects may seem to de- 
pend upon weak means ; but is it not ever 
so in Religion? must it not needs be so? 
What can be more mysterious than the 
power of prayer, the eflScacy of intercessory 
prayer in particular ? Let us be content to 
believe, while others are arguing, and to 
trust, while they are hesitating. 

And practically, what can be more ad- 
mirable than the provision which is thus 
made by the Church, as a careful mother, 
for the establishment of her children in the 
ways of truth and holiness? Is it not a 
worthy result of their earlier training in 
Christian boldness, when meek and humble 
youths and maidens, with modest courage, 
and in the face of the Church, avouch the 
LoBD for their God, and themselves His 
servants for ever, to war eternal war against 
sin and Satan ? The children of the Church, 
brought to the Font in their earliest days, 
and quite imconscious of the blessings then 
given them, and afterwards taught and di- 
rected by others, have now reached a period 
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of life when it is necessary to speak for 
themselves, and act for themselves, and daim 
in their own name and behalf the full privi- 
leges of the Christian covenant. They may 
have been carefully trained, prayed for, and 
watched : or they may have been more or 
less neglected by both parents and sponsors. 
In the one case, the blessed work has only 
to be carried on ; in the other, an invaluable 
opportunity and means are provided for the 
reparation of mischief that has been done. 
Here is the merciful advantage given of a 
new starting-point in the Christian race. 
The baptized person, duly instructed and 
prepared, comes forward, in the presence of 
God and of the congregation, to renew the 
solemn promise and vow made in his name 
at his baptism, ratifying and confirming the 
same in his own person, and acknowledgiag 
himself bound to believe and to do all those 
things which his godfathers and godmothers 
then undertook for him. 

The candidate for Confirmation is sup- 
posed to be attended by one of his sponsors, 
whose charitable office is then best fulfilled, 
when they have led the child, for whom they 



CONFIRMATION. 73 

have answered, to the Bishop for Confirma- * 
tion, and to the Lord's Table. The Rubric 
at the end of the Catechism is express as to 
Confirmation : " Every one shall have a 
Grodfather, or a Godmother, as a Witness of 
their Confirmation." And if this provision 
were complied with, our young people, in- 
stead of coming for Confirmation in droves, 
with too many provocations to lightness by 
the way, would be greatly shielded from dis- 
traction, and great additional importance and 
solemnity would be given to this edifying 
rite, the turning point in many lives. The 
practical inconvenience of greatly increased 
numbers in our Churches upon these 
occasions, would doubtless be met by 
more frequent confirmations ; and so a 
further gala be found by the Church, iq 
increased provision for the steady growth 
upwards of her tender plants, and in midti- 
plied occasions of intercourse between our 
Bishops and their flocks, in the exercise of one 
of the highest of the Apostolical functions. 

No sooner has the candidate for Confirm- 
ation pronounced the two solemn words, / c?o, 
in answer to the Bishop's question, than he 
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stands before the Churcli in the exact posi- 
tion of a newly baptized aduU ; the baptized 
has answered for himself; all the benefits of 
Baptism are his; all baptismal grace is fresh 
upon him as the morning dew; and the 
whole Church prays for him, not as for one 
who has just been converted, or who may 
possibly be one day recovered to the Church, 
but as for one whom God had vouchsafed 
to regenerate by water and the Holy Ghost, 
and to whom He had forgiven all his sins, 
and who desires and resolves to serve Hm 
truly all the days of his life : and their 
prayer is for the Holy Ghost, and the in- 
crease of His gifts of grace. 

Then is a pause. — Oh I time of most 
solemn stillness ! Trembling, anxious hearts 
waiting for the Comforter from heaven! 
Then does the world indeed seem left behind, 
and a glorious company of the soldiers of the 
Cross pressing on towards their triumph ! 
The breath is held in the awful suspense ; 
and "all of them in order kneeling before 
the Bishop, he shall lay his hand upon the 
head of every one severally, saying, — 

" Defend, Lord, this thy Child with thy 
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heavenly grace, that he may continue thine 

for ever, and daily increase in thy Holy 

Spntrr more and more, until he come to 

thine everlasting kingdonL" 

It is no superstition,* but a simple act of 

faith to believe that, at that very time when 

the youthful Christian feels the thrilliQg 

touch of Episcopal hands upon his head, the 

Holy Spirit of God comes down with 

gentle power upon that soul, to fill it with 

strength and heavenly peace ; and blessed, 

thrice blessed is he who cherishes through 

life the remembrance of that precious giPb, 

and, by early and oft-repeated communion 

with the Lord of life in the Holy Supper, 

still further strengthens his faith, and finds 

grace to perfect holiness in the fear of GrOD. 

^' And ofb, as sin and sorrow tire, 

The hallowed hour do Thou renew, 
When beckon'd up the awful choir 
By pastoral hands, toward Thee we drew : 

" When, trembling at the sacred rail, 
We hid our eyes and held our breath ; 
Felt Thee how strong, our hearts how frail. 
And long'd to own Thee to the death." t 

• Compare Numb, xxvii. 18, and Deut. xxxiv. 9. 
t " Christian Tear." 
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Let no parents or sponsors neglect to 
bring young persons to Confirmation. A 
promise, whether openly made or implied, 
should be kept. Let no youthful Christian 
shrink from it, because of the pains of pre- 
paration, or because of the responsibility 
incurred. As to trouble, few good things 
are done without trouble ; wo^^k here is our 
lot, and our advantage too. And as to 
responsibility, responsibility is already upon 
them ; and it becomes them rather to view 
their Confirmation iq the light of new help 
to do old acknowledged duties. The most 
terrible responsibility is upon those who 
hinder the progress of Christ's little ones ; 
who rationalisticaUy keep from Christ 
those whom He has commanded to draw 
near to Him for a blessing. 

There shall none he admitted to the Holy 
Communiony until such time as he he corir 
firmed, or he ready and desirous to he con- 
firmed. 



THE FOBM OF 

SOLEMNIZATION OF MATRIMONY. 



"They twain shall be one flesh." 



" Holy Matrimony is an honourable estate, 
instituted of GrOD in the time of man's inno- 
oency, signifying unto \is the mystical union 
that is betwixt Christ and His Church/' 

In these few words the Church sets forth 
the true dignity and sacredness of Marriage, 
and shows the best reasons why it should 
ever have the sanction of rehgion for its 
celebration : and far be that day from Eng- 
land when the unhallowed attempt shall 
succeed to have it recognized as a civil 
union, and nothing more. 

In the time of the Puritans, the celebra- 
tion of Marriage was put into the hands of 
justices of the peace, as the parish registers 
wiU show; and the forms of notice, and 
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manner of proceeding, have an ominous 
similarity to the recent provisions made by- 
Parliament for the relief of the consciences 
of those unfortunate persons who have been 
so unhappy as to think Marriage without 
religious solemnities better than Marriage 
witL Much has been done to lower the 
estimate of the Marriage state in the eyes of 
the common people ; and much of the legis- 
lation of late years has been of a character 
to loosen the strength and sacredness of the 
Marriage tie, and so, in proportion, to debase 
and demoralize the people ; but in spite of 
all that has been done by Parliament* and 
by individuals, there is, in the great mass 
of the people of England, an indomitable 
attachment to the old opinions, an invincible 
veneration for the Marriage Service of the 
Church of England, a love, which nothing 
has been able to destroy, of the religious 
character with which this union of man and 
wife is invested. And we may trust that it 
will take many years of the most determined 
and crafty hostiUty to shake the deep rooted 
attachment of Englishmen and English- 
women to the doctrine and ceremonial of the 
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Church of England, in this most important 
matter. 

Here and there advantage will be taken 
of the facilities given to live together as man 
and wife, by going first to the Registrar, 
who is commonly the Clerk to the Board of 
Guardians ; but it is well known what is, for 
the most part, the character of such persons, 
especially such women as can be satisfied 
with this miserable sanction. And where 
party feeling runs high, many of o\a Non- 
conformists win be satisfied with the cere- 
monies of their own meeting-house ; but the 
Marriage Returns make it perfectly plain 
that the Service of the Church of England 
is preferred in a vast number of cases, even 
by those who have forsaken her communion. 
It is felt to be a solemn and edifying Service ; 
it is felt to give the highest sanction that 
can be given to this sacred union ; it is still 
felt to be English Marriage.* 

* By a recent Parliamentary " Eetnm (dated July, 
1857) of all Marriages which have taken place in 
England and Wales from the commencement of the 
Act 6 and 7 WiU. IV., cap. 85, to the 31st day of 
December, 1855, specifying the numbers solemnized 
in each Year according to the Bites of the Established 
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One of the first things which strike one 
on considering the provisions of the Church 
for the celebration of Marriage, is the fiill 
publicity that is given to every part of the 
proceeding. Both Church law and State 
law abhor clandestine marriage, and do all 
that can well be done to prevent the mis- 
chiefs and miseries that would come with 
secret marriage. 

The Banns of all that are to he married 
together must he puhlished in the Church 
three several Sundays or HolydaySy in the 
time of Divine Service. 

If the persons that are to he married dwell 
in divers Parishes^ the Banns must he ashed 
in hoth Parishes. 

Church : and also^in Eegistered Places of "Worship, in 

Superintendent Eegistrars' Offices, between Quakers, 

and between Jews," it appears that the Total Number 

of Marriages in those 18j years was 2,576,222. 

These 2,576,222 marriages, were thus divided, viz. : — 

The Church of England . . .2,279,356 

All classes of Dissenters . . . 296,866 



Total . . . 2,576,222 
That is to say, more than two millions and a quarter 
out of little more than two millions and a half, were 
Marriages according to the Sites of the Church of 
England! 
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Marriage "by Licence" does indeed super- 
sede the necessity of the publication of 
banns, and is a legal way of marriage, upon 
shorter notice; and, inasmuch as it costs 
more money, has the semblance of some 
little grandeur, as costly dispensations from 
ordinary duties commonly have. But mar- 
riage by publication of banns appears to be 
most according to the mind of the Church, 
and best calculated to secure the great ob- 
ject, that all shall be open and above board, 
and before the face of the whole Church. 
Most foreign, therefore, from her intention, 
and very wrong in itself^ is the conduct of 
those who seek to avoid the publicity she is 
so anxious to secure : who leave their own 
parishes to be married where they are un- 
known. It is not modesty which seeks 
clandestine marriage ; it is more frequently 
the shame which comes with sin. And when 
it is remembered that no marriage can be 
solemnized away from the place of customary 
residence of one of the parties, without a 
false oath in the case of licence, or falsehood 
in the case of banns, in the party taking the 
licence or putting in the banns^ it will be 

G 
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manifest that there is such a complication of 
sin and shame at the very outset of married 
life, that it will be no wonder if it is followed 
by great unhappiness, and, in the end, re- 
morse. I repeat, that leaving their own Parish 
Church, for the Registrar's office, or for the 
concealment of a London parish, may very 
reasonably create a suspicion of the virtue 
of the parties concerned, as it certainly 
stamps them at once for very imworthy 
members of the Church of England. 

At the day and time appointed for the 
solemnization of Matrimony^ the persons to 
be married shall come into the body of the 
Church with their friends and neighbours : 
and there standing together, the Man on the 
right hand, and the Wowxm on the left, the 
Priest shall say, 

"Dearly beloved, we are gathered together 
here in the sight of God, and in the face of 
this congregation, to join together this Man 
and this Woman in holy Matrimony; which 
is an honourable estate, instituted of God 
in the time of man s innocency, signifying 
unto us the mystical union that is betwixt 
Christ and his Church ; which holy estate 
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Christ adorned and beautified with his 
presence, and first miracle that he wrought, 
in Cana of Galilee; and is commended of 
Saint Paul to be honourable among all men: 
and therefore is not by any to be enterprised, 
nor taken in hand, unadvisedly, lightly, or 
wantonly, to satisfy men's carnal lusts and 
appetites, like brute beasts that have no 
understanding; but reverently, discreetly, 
advisedly, soberly, and in the fear of God ; 
duly considering the causes for which Matri- 
mony was ordained. 

" First, It was ordained for the procreation 
of children, to be brought up in the fear and 
nurture of the Lord, and to the praise of 
his holy Name. 

** Secondly, It was ordained for a remedy 
against sin, and to avoid fornication ; that 
such persons as have not the gift of con- 
tinency might marry, and keep themselves 
imdefiled members of Christ's body. 

^ Thirdly, It was ordained for the mutual 
society, help, and comfort, that the one ought 
to have of the other, both in prosperity and 
adversity. 

" Into which holy estate these two persons 
present come now to be joined. Therefore 
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if any man can shew any just cause, why 
they may not lawfully be joined together, 
let him now speak, or else hereafter for ever 
hold his peace/* 

It was the custom at one time to celebrate 
marriage at the church door, and they who 
wiU take the pains to trace the changes 
that were made, on several occasions, in the 
directions as to where the ceremony should 
be performed,* wiU see plainly enough that 
our present rubric intends that the marriage 
should be solenmized, not at the Altar Bails, 
as is commonly the case ; but^ as indeed it 
says, in the body of the church, as is still 
done in some parishes. The proper place, 
therefore, is the nave of the church, and 
as near as may be to the chancel arch, up to 
that point in the service where the first 
blessing is given. 

TTien the Minister or Clerksy going to the 
Lords Tahhy shaM say or sing 

One of the Psalms appointed. And the 
Psahn should be said, as used to be directed, 
" in eundoj' " as they go." 



* See Article in British Magazine^ April,, 1835, vol. 
vii. p. 431. 
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And this whole order of gradual progress 
to the Altar of God is ia perfect keeping 
with the final rubric, which supposes the 
newly-married persons to receive Holy Com- 
munion at the time of their marriage, or to be 
contemplating the enjoyment of this highest 
privilege at the earliest opportunity. Thus is 
intimated, moreover, the great truth that the 
Church does her best to invest Holy Matri- 
mony with aU the sanctity which her highest 
offices can give it^ and to seal it with her 
richest blessings, and to show how in this 
respect^ as in others, Holy Matrimony does 
indeed signify unto us the mystical imion- 
that is betwixt Christ and His Church. 

It is convenient that the new-married 
persons should receive the Holy Communion 
at the time of their Marriojge^ or at thejirst 
opportunity after their Marriage. 

A blessed thing it were if all parties con- 
cerned were but content, as they should be 
glad, to walk in that good way which the 
Chinrch marks out for them. They would 
find that marriage entered upon in the fear 
of God, and for righteous ends, and cele- 
brated according to the wise and devout 
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order appointed by the Church, blessed by 
those whom Gk)D has commissioned to bless 
in His Name, and sealed by early Commu- 
nion, would be indeed a happy state; and as 
they lived and increased in holiness, would 
witness with increasing clearness and power 
to their spirits in their own experience, the 
truth that in it is signified and represented 
the spiritual marriage and uuiiy that is 
betwixt the Redeemer and His Spouse. 

The sacredness and purity of married life 
in this country is one of the strongholds 
against which Satan raises up fierce and 
bitter assailants. The examples of foreign 
countries are brought in to lower the English 
standard. Under the pretext of providing 
for tender consciences, laws are made to strip 
marriage of its religious character, and to 
make it a contract of convenience, that can 
be kept or dissolved as may be. Deadly 
blows are struck at its sanctity by perse- 
vering and unholy attempts to narrow the 
•'prohibited degrees," * and if the rampant 

* Canon XCIX. The most strenuous efforts have 
been made, at the instance of implicated persons, to 
procure the miserable liberty of committing incest 
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KcentioTisness of the age be not checked by 
the intervention of some good Providence, 
we may find the Satanic principles of even 
the Mormonites received in England, and 
polygamy become the curse, the judgment, 
upon a nation that cared not to guard the 
purity of its domestic hearths. 

In such a state of society as the present 
•we are n^orally certain to hear something 
against the Marriage Service of the Church 
of England ; and this, because she puts Matri- 
mony upon the highest conceivable ground ; 
a Divine Institution, a Rehgious Ceremony, 
an Indissoluble Union, **in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost," and because it is a perpetual 
witness and guard to virtue. You may hear 
objections against the length of the service, 
as though a shorter service would answer all 
the purpose ; though the time consumed in 



with impunity ; and the abomination of the marriage 
of a man with his niece, his own brother's or sister's 
child, was actually inserted in a Bill for Marriage 
Beform introduced some time since into Parliament. 

See "Letter to the Dean of "Westminster," pub- 
lished by the Marriage Defence Association, p. 14. 



88 MATRIMONY. 

Church is probably leas than the time 
oonsumed at the toilette, stiU less than that 
at the wedding feast. 

Or you may hear exception taken against 
some of the expressions used in the service, 
as though they were too coarse for refined 
ears ; to which you will be ready to answer, 
in the words of Scripture, that ** to the pure 
all things are pure ; but to them that are 
defiled is nothing pure." 

Or you may live to hear the use of the 
ring found fault with, as though it gave to 
the ceremony something of a sacramental 
character ; to which foolish objection you will 
answer, that you are better satisfied with 
the wisdom of the Church than with your 
own, and are quite content to retain an 
innocent and edifying custom, which has the 
sanction of such high antiquity. Besides, 
if the ring do give marriage something of a 
sacramental character, does not the Church 
of England, in her Homilies, state that ^ the 
Sacrament of Matrimony uniteth man and 
wife in perpetual love.'* * 

Here I think it well to give, in as plain 
* Homily on Swearing. 



MATRIMONY. 89 

words as I can, the meaning of those deeply 
important words which every man utters 
when he places the ring upon the woman's 
hand: — 

•' With this ring I thee wed ; 

" With my body I thee worship ; and 

** With aU my worldly goods I thee endow ; 

" In the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen/' 

That is. 

With this ring, as a sign and sacred 
pledge, I take and declare thee for my 
wedded wife, and invest thee with aU the 
rights of a wife : 

With my body I honour thee, and wiU 
give thee all respect and protection, and I 
make thee a sharer in all the honours which 
belong to my person : 

And with all my worldly goods I endow 
thee, so that henceforth what is mine is 
thine: 

And that this shall be a solemn covenant 
for ever, and that the best assurance may be 
had of thisj I do it in- the fuUest religious 
sense, and in the most sacred Name that 
man can invoke, *'in the Name of the 
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Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost/' 

These few remarks may be sufficient to 
clear this beautiful service, in your minds, 
from the poor objections which ignorance or 
hostility may sometimes make against it : 
and the more intimate your acquaintance 
with it, certainly the more deep will be your 
veneration and affection for one of the 
noblest and most edifying offices in our 
Service Book. ' 

There is one circumstance, not conmionly 
noticed, which helps to show the deeply 
religious character of Holy Matrimony, and 
that is, that after the espousal, in which each 
promises faithful duty to the other, the 
woman does not give herself to the man, 
nor does the fiither or friend give the bride 
to the bridegroom ; but the Minister receives 
the woman at her father's or friend's hands, 
and causes the man to take her, to show 
that she is given into the hands of the 
Church, and is by the Church bestowed 
upon the husband, as a precious gift, and 
with aU the sanction which Christianity and 
Christian solemnities can give. 
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In this way this most important covenant 
is made, each taking the other at the hands 
of the Church, to possess till death do part 
them : and witnessing their act, as has been 
said, by the giving and receiving of the 
ring. 

Then comes the solemn public declaration 
of the Church, when she joins their hands 
together, ** Those whom God hath joined 
together let no man put asunder," and 
" that they be man and wife together, in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost. Amen." 

This done, there foUows the crowning act 
of Blessing, when the marriage may be said 
to be perfect and complete ; for the rest of 
the service is praise, and prayer for suitable 
gifts and graces, with a further invocation of 
blessing, and godly admonitions as to the 
future daily life and conduct. But the im- 
portance and solemnity of the Blessing is so 
great, that it must be given here at length, 
as the most fitting conclusion to these 
remarks ; and indeed the whole service is 
so truly religious and edifying, that it is 
difficult to understand how any persons 
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desiring to enter into the holy estate of 
Matrimony, with any knowledge of its deep 
meaning, and with any feelings of true 
religion, can be satisfied with aaiything 
short of what the Church has provided for 
them, or be content to miss the Blessing she 
gives in God's Name, and in these precious 
words : — 

" God the Fatheb, God the Son, God the 
Holy Ghost bless, preserve, and keep you ; 
the Lord mercifully with His favour look 
upon you, and so fiU you with all spiritual 
benediction and grace, that ye may so live 
together in this life, that in the world to 
come ye may have life everlasting. Amen/' 

It is convenient thai the New-married 
persons should receive the Holy Communion 
ai the time of their MarriagCy or at the first 
opportunity after their MarTiage. 



THE OEDEB 

TOB THB 

VISITATION OF THE SICK. 



' If any be sick among you, let him call for the elders 
of the Church." 



One of our Lord's irgtuictions to the 
twelve Apostles, and to the seventy, when 
He sent them forth, was, " When ye come 
into an house, salute it ; and if 'the house 
be worthy, let your peace come upon it " 
* Peace be to this house," which was like a 
command to distribute, in anticipation, the 
legacy of peace He intended to leave to His 
ChurcL And this Salutation of Peace 
would, of course, be peculiarly suitable and 
welcome in a time of visitation, in any of 
those sicknesses and aflBictions to which 
human nature is subject. Accordingly, the 
Office for the Visitation of the Sick most 
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properly opens with the salutation of peace, 
** Peace be to this house, and to all that 
dwell in it." 

Now if attention be turned to the Rubric 
at the head of this service, it will be seen that 
" When any person is sich^ notice shall he 
given thereof to the Minister of the Parish ; 
who, coming into the sick persoris house, shall 
say. Peace be to this house, and to all that 
dwell in it." This whole order is firamed 
upon the supposition that the condition and 
discipline of a parish is what it ought to be, 
undisturbed by schism, under the glad and 
faithful care and guidance of its rightful 
Pastor. The rubric does not say, " When any 
churchman is sick," but when any person 
is sick, notice shaJl be given to the Minister 
of the Parish. The Clergyman, especially i^ 
a large parish, cannot always know when a 
parishioner falls sick ; wherefore it is proper 
that the relations and friends, instead of 
leaving the fact to reach him in the course 
of time, and by chance means, should imme- 
diately inform him of any case of sickness 
that occurs. Besides which, the sick person 
is naturally supposed to be himself very anx- 
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ious for the ministrations of the Church in 
his time of trial. It is a plain duty to give 
this notice at once, and without respect to 
the supposed religious opinions of the sick 
person, and it is the plain duty of the 
Minister to go to him who sends for him, as 
to a parishioner : and it is not a matter of 
choice, but a plain duty, in every such case, 
to give the Apostolic salutation on first 
entering the house. There is propriety in 
this ; there is faith in it ; there is love in it ; 
there is obedience in it : no assumption^ but 
confessedly an exercise^ of ministerial autho- 
rity, given for the sake of the flock. 

When the Minister comes into the sick 
man's presence, he is to kneel down to 
prayer : he goes not to talk, but to pray ; 
the time for examination, and exhortation, 
and conversation, comes afterwards. First 
he prays, supplicating for mercy and pro- 
tection, for comfort and confidence in God, 
and for the sanctification of the trial, in the 
sentences and collects appointed for the 
purpose. 

The patient is now supposed to be in a fit 
frame to receive exhortation, and godly ad- 
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monition, and profitable conversatioiL He 
is not surprised by the sudden outpouring 
of a flood of advice, or reproof^ or cjonsolation, 
suited, or more probably not suited, to his 
case : but he is prepared, by the stilling 
power of prayer, to receive all needful ex- 
hortations. In this matter of exhortation it 
will be seen that the Minister is entrusted 
with a discretionary power, for, as the rubric 
directs, " Then shall the Minister exhort the 
sick person after this form, or other likeJ* 

These exhortations are mainly how the 
sick should comport himself xmder his trials, 
so as to extract the greatest amount of good 
from them. 

Next you will observe a return to the old 
order of proceeding, and a direction to ascer- 
tain, first, if the patient is right in hjBfai^ ; 
for, sick or whole, the three great particulars 
for inquiry are, repentance, faith, and char 
rity. 

At this point of the service the inquiry 
is, whether he befievesaUthe Articles of the 
Christian Faith, as expressed in the Apostles' 
Creed ; and when the satisfactory answer is 
given, ** All this I stedfastly believe,'' the 
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Minister then proceeds with his sacred 
duties, the first of which is to " examine 
whether he repent him truly of his sins, 
and be in charity with all the world; 
exhorting him to forgive, from the bottom 
of his heart, all persons that have offended 
him ; and if he hath offended any other, to 
ask them forgiveness ; and where he hath 
done injury or wrong to any man, that 
he make amends to the uttermost of his 
power." 

Here lies the great and diflB(nilt work of 
the Parish Priest ; to get to the bottom of 
a man's heart, and find out if he has truly 
repented of all his sins, and is in charity 
with all men ; and now also comes the 
unwelcome task of urging the most difficult 
and painM part of repentance for wrong 
done, that part which is continually forgot- 
ten or neglected, the duty of restitution or 
reparation : the making of full amends. A 
man may be led to see and acknowledge 
that he has wrorged a neighbour ; but he 
seldom goes so fer, even on his deathbed, 
as to send for him, and make amends. Who, 
for example, if he have wronged another in 
H 
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a money transaction, has Christian courage 
enough to send for him, and count into his 
hand, in hard money, the amount of wrong 
done 1 Or who, if he have wronged another 
in his reputation, has at once humility and 
boldness enough to send for him, and with- 
draw his slanders, and restore, by open con- 
fession of his fault, the fair name he had 
damaged or taken away ? And yet^ what 
repentance can be full an^ true without 
this reparation? What man can be con- 
tent to go into the Presence of his God, 
without unburdening his soul of the weight 
of such unrepented sins ? All facility, there- 
fore, should be given to the sick person, to 
relieve his mind, without fear, to his ap- 
pointed pastor, of any weighty matter which 
disturbs it ; let him not be content with a 
general confession of sinfulness : " sir, I 
know I am a great sinner ; we are all 
sinners," which sometimes has meant, " I can- 
not go into particulars ; you and I are both 
alike as to sin/' But in the same way that 
the physician of the body is told all those 
circumstances and symptoms which indicate 
the real disease which he comes to cure, let 
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the physician of the sotd know enough of 
the sick man s sins and sorrows to be able 
to direct him aright, and apply the true 
helps and consolations of the Grospel to the 
healing and salvation of the soul. 

The Eubric then ^oes on to give directions 
as to the settlement of the temporal estates 
of the sick person, simply for the purpose of 
removing a subject of anxious thought, that 
the mind may be more free for its spiritual 
duties ; and it will be foimd, in practice, that 
where a sick man had not previously made 
his will, and settled aU his worldly affairs ; 
but is brought to do so by the inquiry of 
his minister, a great hindrance to the pro- 
gress of the spiritual work is taken out of 
the way ; and the mind, that museth upon 
many things, is directed to the one thing 
needful without distraction. But the best 
course is that recommended by the Church, 
and indeed by common sense, that people 
should make their wiUsy and settle all their 
temporal affairs^ in time of health. It is a 
solemn work, and should not be done in a 
hurry; time and consideration are necessary; 
and, above all, a godly determination not to 
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indulge in favouritism and in piques, but. to 
do justly, as in the sight of God ; so to . 
dispose of the things of this worid that^ at 
the bar of the next, a man should not be 
ashamed of his last will and testament. 

Another duty of the sick man is pointed 
to in another part of the Rubric : " The 
Minister should not omit earnestly to move 
such persons as are of ahUity to he liberal 
to the poor!\ It must be allowed that the 
provision made now for the poor, by law, 
lessens the ability to provide such comforts 
as used to be secured to them by their weal- 
thier neighbours in the way of private gift^ 
and makes it less necessary to provide them. 
Yet there are so many ways in which per- 
sons of ability can still diminish the burdens 
and sorrows of the poor, that the injunction 
may well remain where we find it^ in the 
Prayer Book, that people should be exhorted 
to be liberal to the poor. There are still 
personal comforts needed; there are still 
hospitals and other charitable institutions 
to be maintained; and the building and 
endowing of well-regulated almshouses may 
still claim to be one of the most unexcep- 
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tionable charities to which a portion of a 
man s wealth can be devoted. 

When the sick man has been examined 
upon his repentance generally, and all has 
been done to clear away the hindrance of 
worldly considerations, and to prepare the 
Christian to await his Master's summons^ 
whenever that may be, there is yet one 
more eflEbrt directed to be made, to secure 
to him the falness of a cakn and holy peace. 
It will sometimes happen, that the heart is 
weighed down by some concealed sorrow, 
arising perhaps out of sin not forgiven, be- 
cause not truly repented of; or the spirit 
may be perplexed or distracted by an entan- 
glement of difficulties, whether affecting 
opinions or conduct^ which give it no rest ; 
but after the use of ordinary means, which 
have reference to sin generally, still needs 
and yearns after particular treatment, and 
longs for the counsel of a faithful friend ; in 
short, for the particular and suitable minis- 
trations of a man's own considerate pastor. 
For these sad wounds the Church provides 
a special mode of healing; or, rather it 
should be said, the Great Physician, who 
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would not break a bruised reed, or quench 
the smoking flax, comes to the relief of 
that distressed one, and in the ministry by 
the Church, of His word and sacrament, 
supplies the needful help. What else is to 
be done, in cases of secret sorrow for sin ? 
Is the heart to be left to consume itself in 
secret? The sufferer cannot trust himself 
and his sorrows to the sympathies of his 
fellows ; shall he be denied the sure means 
of finding the sympathy of the loving 
Savioxjr 1 Not so ; for here is the provi- 
sion, " Here shall the sick person be moved 
to make a spedcd confession of Ms sins, if 
he feel his conscience troubled with any 
weighty matter.'* This opening of the heart 
to one whose office and whose joy it is to 
help to heal it, is commonly followed by 
very happy results : an intelligent and a 
full repentance, and so a true and weU- 
gromided peaca The sick person may, 
indeed, find aU the comfort and help he 
needa in the ministration to which his der- 
gyman has had recourse ; but if he still 
desire more, and if he claim more, his pastor 
haa no right to refuse him what Christ and 

r 
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the Church have provided for him : if he 
insist upon his rights and "humbly and 
heartily desire it^ the Priest shall absolve 
him after this sort :'* — 

" Our Lord Jesus Chmst, who hath left 
power to His Church to absolve all sinners 
who truly repent and believe in Him, of His 
great mercy forgive thee thine offences .* and 
by His authority committed to we, / absolve 
thee from all thy sins, in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Amen'' 

This form of absolution, which is the 
formal delivery by the Priest into the hand, 
as it were, of the penitent^ of God's for- 
giveness, by Hia commissioned servant, 
is never used but upon those occasions 
when true repentance and faith, and a 
humble and hearty desire for pardon, appear 
to make it safe and profitable. This humble 
and hearty desire is, indeed, but too rarely 
expressed; but the propriety and truth of 
the thing itself, which the Church asserts 
the power, and has fixed the method, of 
doing, is based upon the sure word and 
power of Chmst Himself, and the plain 
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delegation of His authority to His servants ; 
to those who first ministered, and to those 
who in succession shall, to the end of time, 
minister in His name for the salvation of 
sinners : " Whose^ever sins ye remits they 
are remitted unto them: and whosesoever 
sins ye retain^ they are retained J^^ 

This is the rock against which all objeo- 

* If this absolution be taken, as it is by some, for 
the remoTal of spiritual censures and penalties, and a 
release from the sentence of the Church, it is simply 
inapplicable at the present time. Its existence, how- 
ever, in oiu* Prayer Book is, in this case, a perpetual 
protest against the abandonment of our ancient disci- 
pline, and an unceasing but modest petition for its 
restoration : and it stands untouched where it does, 
by some Proyidence, perhaps that the service may be 
per&ct and complete when the godly discipline of the 
Church shall be restored, according to the desire again 
and again expressed by the Church of England, in the 
Commination Service. 

If this view of the absolution be correct, it certainly 
seems to account for the existence of a prayer, imme- 
diately following the absolution, expressing the earnest 
desire of the sick person for pardon and forgiveness ; 
nor in this case would the sick man be left altogether 
without absolution; inasmuch as the Communion of 
the Sick is, in effect, linked on to the Visitation Office, 
as that which follows in due course of parochial minis- 
tration [in the Prayer Book of 1560 is the title, " Ordo 
Viaitationis Infirmorum et Communio JEorundem'''] ; 
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tions must lash themselves, which either 
ignorance or hatred can raise against the 
doctrine of ministerial absolution. In the 
language of St. Ambrose, " the Priest lendeth 
his tongue, and putteth to his hand; his 
part only is to open his mouth, but it is 
God who worketh all." — Homily 86. 

and in that Office, and at the time when absolution is 
most seasonable and most safe, he receives it in the 
form used at the regular Communion Service. If the 
first is the remission of sin, and not of Chjorch cen- 
sures, then the sick person, communicating immedi- 
atelj upon special confession and absolution, would 
appear to receive absolution twice in one Service. 

So far as this form of absolution relates to the for- 
giveness of sins, it is, of course, the authoritative deli- 
very into the hands of the peni);ent of Gen's pardon, 
who " alone can forgive sins," sent by the hand of the 
Church, as His representative on earth, and the dis- 
penser of His mysteries and mercies. The form is in 
absolute terms ; but the thing itself, pardon, can only 
take effect upon its proper subject ; so that if there be 
not true repentance and faith, it fails, and returns to 
its source, as peace returns, if the " Son of peace,'* ».« ., 
the qualifications for receiving peace, be not in that 
house. 

Spiritual judges were not restricted from temporal 
punishments till the time of £. Charles. 16 Car I., 
c. 2. The absolution in question was in use before 
that. See Gibsoit's Codex, 1096-1097. 1122. 
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The friends and relations of sick persons, 
with the best and kindest intentions, often 
have recourse to forms of prayer of ques- 
tionable value and appropriateness ; and so 
actually weary or perplex, while they hope 
to comfort. It may be well to remember 
the words of one of the most eminent of 
England's saints, in his last sickness (Greorge 
Herbert), when he requested a dear friend, 
who came to see him, to pray with him. 
His friend inquired what prayers he would 
wish him to use 1 — " sir, there are no 
prayers like the prayers of the Chiu-ch of 
England." 



THE 

COMMUNION OF THE SICK 



^' Make Thou all his bed in his sickness.' 



" The order of the Administration of the 
Lord's Supper, or Holy Communion," is not 
an "Occasional Service of the Church," to 
be treated of specially herOj because it has 
its fixed and constant time of celebration, 
as a part of the regular worship of the 
Church, like Morning and Evening Prayer, 
with the several Creeds, Collects, and Scrip- 
tures which are used thereat. It is part of 
her fixed, permanent^ periodical worship. 
But the Rubric which introduces the OflSce 
of " The Communion for the Sick" seems to 
compel some notice here of Holy Communion 
generally. 

Forasmuch cts aU mortal men be subject 
to many sudden perUsy diseaseSy and sick- 
nesses* and ever uncertain what time thejf 
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shall depart out of this life ; there "ore, to the 
intent that they may he always in a readiness 
to die^ whensoever it shall please Almighty 
God to daU thrni^ the Curates shall diligently^ 
from, time to time {but especially in the time 
of pestilence^ or other infectious sickness)y 
exhort their parishioners to the often receiv- 
ing of the Holy Communion of the Body and 
Blood of our Savioub Christ, when it shall 
he publicly ad/ministered in the Church ; tJiat 
so doingy they may, in ca^e of sudden visitor 
tioUy have the less cause to he disquieted for 
lack of the same. But if the sick person be 
not able to come to the churchy and yet is 
desirous to receive the Communion in his 
house ; then he must give timely notice to the 
CuratCy signifying also how many there are 
to communicate with him, {which shall be 
three, or two at the leasts) and having a con^ 
venient place in the sick maris house, with 
all things necessary so prepared, that the 
Curate may reverently minister, he shall there 
celebrate the Holy Communion, beginning 
with the Collect, Epistle, and Gospd, here 
following. 

It is not, however, my intention to notice 
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here, at any length, the doctrine itself re- 
specting this Holy Sacrament, so niuch as 
the duty and benefit of receiving it, and 
the view which the Church of England takes 
of its regular reception, as a test of obedi- 
ence, and an evidence of readiness for death. 
And this expression need not startle any 
one, as if we attributed more to outward 
compliance than was consistent with the 
interests of true religion ; or as if any real 
occasion were given for the reproach in- 
tended to be conveyed, when the expression 
of ^saving ordinance'* is taimtingly used 
against us. The language of the Church in 
all her services is well weighed, and speaks 
the mind of the Spirit of Truth. 

It is strange that Christians should re- 
quire to be reminded of their duty to receive 
the Holy Communion, when it should be 
their continual joy ; the words of institution, 
pronounced by the Lobd Himself being so 
plain and simple as they are, " Do this, in 
remembrance of me ;'' and it is sad the com- 
mand should be disregarded as it is, when 
the object of it is known to be so gracious 
and merciful, and the benefit of it so great. 
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There was a time when the Holy Commu- 
niou was celebrated, not three times a year, 
not once a month, but at all meetings of the 
Christians for divine worship ; and when no 
man, no woman, no young person who had 
been baptized and confirmed, was ever ab- 
sent from this holy service, save in cases of 
necessity, without reproach : but now, not 
only is the sinfulness of neglect palliated, 
but some wiU even dare to make it dangerous, 
if not almost sinfiil, to observe it, " The 
bread which we break, is it not the com^ 
munion of the Body of Christ ? the cup of 
blessing which we bless, is it not the com- 
munion of the Blood of Christ V And are 
not the Body and Blood of Christ the very 
life of the soul ? and is not the Sacrament 
ordained as the express means and instru- 
ment for the communication of that precious 
nourishment to every Christian soul ? And 
is it not in that Holy Sacrament, especially, 
that the himible Christian feels himself 
nearest to GrOD, most filled with His hea- 
venly grace and benediction? Is it not 
this Sacrament, above other things, which 
distinguishes those who have a care, firom 
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those who have no proper care, for their 
soul's health ? 

The Church of England, as one may see 
from the Rubric already referred to, considers 
iJiat all Christians, who are humbly endea- 
vouring to live as such, and in a readiness 
for death, are constant communicants ; not 
communicants once in a way, as when Easter, 
or Whitsuntide, or Christmas come round, 
but whenever the Communion is publicly 
administered in the church. So that, whe- 
ther we have regard to the Word of Chmst, 
or to the directions of the Church, the duty 
to receive the Communion, and that fre- 
quently, if we can, is plain. 

And when we consider the benefits which 
w^ receive thereby, even the strengthening 
and refreshing of our souls by the Body and 
Blood of Christ, as our bodies are by the 
bread and wine, we shall see clearly enough 
that the Church is indeed right in recom- 
mending the often receiving of the Holy 
Communion of the Body and Blood of our 
Saviour Christ, to the intent her members 
** may he always in a readiness to die!' For, 
after all, what test is there so good as this ? 
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To say nothing of the direct benefit to the 
soul of the receiver, is it not a sign of obe- 
dience, a sign of faith, a sign of repentance, 
a sign of Christian love 1 Is not the matter 
itself of too solemn a nature for any one to 
dare to impute insincerity or sinfulness 
without very good groimd ? And if some 
do come to the Lord's Table without suffi- 
cient consideration, or even in unrepented 
sin, this does not affect the truth, that 
Communion is still the best proof we have 
of religious life ; fex better than any amount 
of profession without it. Then surely, if 
ever, we may suppose people to examine 
themselves, and see how their account stands 
with God ; then it may be supposed, if ever, 
that people repent them of their past sins ; 
that then, if ever, they call themselves to a 
strict account as to their love of the brethren, 
and satisfy themselves that they are in 
charity with all men. 

Wha* is there, then, in the whole world, 
which can both help to, and also indicate a 
state of readiness for the awful passage put 
of this world into the next, if not thoughtfiil 
and habitual Communion 1 Faults there 
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will remain in the very best ; and the very 
best will be the first to see and acknowledge 
them. These are judged of, and this with 
the greatest severity, by the devout commu- 
nicant himself, and in the depth of his own 
heart and conscience. They are between 
him and his GrOD ; and they may be amongst 
the strongest reasons why he should seek 
continual help in frequent communions; 
but that sinful impertinence cannot be too 
strongly condemned, which leads persons who 
never come to the Lord's table themselves 
to excuse their disobedience by questioning 
the motives, and attacking the characters, of 
those who do. If by chance they may hit on 
a blot, and discover a grievance, over which 
the Church must needs mouro, a sin in a 
brother which makes him imfit for Holy 
Communion, it should be remembered that 
it is sin to find satisfaction in the sin of 
another^ and the sin of another will not 
excuse sin in us ; and the exhortation of the 
Church is still wise and charitable, that 
people should be moved " to the often reciiv^ 
ing of the Holy Communion of the Body and 
Blood of our Saviour Christ," *'to the in- 
I 
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tent they may he always in a readiness to 
die.*' 

We now return to the Rubric I have 
already cited, and it will be observed that 
timely notice shall be given to the Curate, 
when any sick person desires to receive the 
Communion in his house. The Communion 
of the Sick is not to be reserved for the im- 
mediate approach of death. The intention 
of the Church is, that it shall be his support 
and comfort, from time to time, during the 
course of his sickness ; and whenever the 
sick man desires to receive the Communion, 
the friends should make timely arrangements 
to secure the attendance of the required 
number of persons, who should always be 
selected from such as are already commu- 
nicants ; and the chamber should be so 
arranged beforehand, and everything so pre- 
pared, that the Parish Priest may proceed 
at once to the Service for which he comes. 
. All persons present at Communion of the 
Sick have the opportunity of giving some- 
thing for the poor, which they can lay upon 
the table at the commencement of the o£Sce; 
but it should be clearly understood that no 
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/ee is payable to tlie dergyman for the ad- 
ministration of the Communion. There is 
no fee for either Sacrament ; these are the 
right, without payment, of every parishioner. 
One of the Rubrics at the end of the Ser- 
vice is in these words : " At the time of the 
distribution of the holy Sacrament^ the Priest 
shoU first receive the Communion himsdfy 
and after minister unto them that are ap^ 
pointed to communicate with the sich^ and 
last of all to the sick person.^* This direction 
bears, upon the face of it^ a tender care for 
the sick person, and consideration of his 
weakness. He is not to be disturbed, moved, 
or agitated in either body or mind unneces- 
sarily; and it leaves ample room to the 
Minister to arrange as shall be most for the 
patient's good, and for the comfort also of 
such as are called to commimicate with him. 
In cases of very serious illness, where the 
patient is perhaps sensitive in a high degree 
as to noise and motion ; or if the sickness is 
infectious ; or the atmosph^e of the room, 
from the nature of the ilbiess, is unwhole- 
some, it is not only allowable, but may be 
very defflrable, to celebrate the Communion 
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at the entrance of an adjoining room, in 
which the friends who communicate would 
be placed, only so as to be best within the 
fright and hearing of the sick person, whose 
comfort and convenience is still fiirther 
consulted by the clergyman not coming to 
minister to him imtil all have received. 
This arrangement taxes his thoughts the 
least ; and when he has received, his wearied 
body returns the soonest to repose, for then 
the service is near its close ; and when the 
blessing is given, the communicants who 
have joined the sick man can retire without 
noise, and, if need be, without observation. 

These considerations will, perhaps^ make 
plain the wisdom and tenderness of the 
Church in providing that the sick man shall 
be the last of the company to receive 
the Holy Commimion, not simply the last 
of the whole number to receive the conse- 
crated bread, and then the last to receive 
the consecrated wine, but, as I believe it to 
be meant, and as I have always done in 
practice, that all should receive in both kinds 
before the sick man receives in either, and 
that then he alone should receive in both. 
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Others have seen in this provision a wisely 
ordered safeguard against the intrusion of 
anxious or unworthy thoughts, as to the 
danger of receiving the consecrated elements 
after the sick person, in cases of contagion 
or infection. 

BiU if a marij either by reason of extre- 
mity of sickness^ or for want of warning in 
due time to the Curate^ or for lack of com- 
pany to receive with him^ or by any other 
jiLst impedimenty do not receive the Sacra- 
ment of Christ's Body and Blood, the Cw- 
rate shaU instruct him, that if he do truly 
repent him of his sins, and stedfastly believe 
thai Jesus Christ haih suffered death upon 
the Cross for him, and shed His Blood for 
his redemptiony earnestly remembering the 
benefits he hath thereby, and giving Him 
hearty thanks therefore, he doth eat and 
drink the Body and Blood of our Saviour 
Chbist profitably to his sours health, although 
he do not receive the Sacrament with his 
mouth. 



THE OEDEB 

TOB 

THE BUEIAL OF THE DEAJ). 



'^ I am the Besurrection." 



In the " Directory'* of the Puritans^ when 
they had succeeded in overthrowing, for a 
Kttle season, the government of the country 
both in Church and State, is the following 
"direction" concerning the Burial of the 
Dead : " When any person departeth this 
life, let the dead body, upon the day of 
burial, be decently attended from the house 
to the place appointed for public burial, and 
there inunediately interred, without any cere- 
monyr 

However consistent this direction may 
be with Calvinistic doctrine, which knows 
nothing between the extremes of election 
and reprobation, the Church of England 
prefers a " Burial Service," and an " Order 



BTJEIAL OF THE DEAD. 119 

for the Burial of her Dead," less like direc- 
tions for the burial of a favourite dog than 
the provisions in the " Directory/' With the 
Church, Faith, Hope, Charity, are ever abid- 
ing; and she will not consent, in this 
solemn oflfice, to forego the expression of 
hope (faint though it sometimes be) in 
every case. She cannot tell what God may 
work in the very moment of departure; 
nor does she know the circumstances which 
determine and stamp each man's conduct ; 
and, therefore, persists in hoping the best, 
even for the worst : hoping, if needs bcj 
against hope. And knowing those she 
buries are not " cast out of the ChurcV she 
expresses that hope ; and if she errs, she errs 
in charity, which hopeth all things. 

It is clear that the Service must express 
some hope. It were almost impossible to 
conceive an Order for Christian Burial with- 
out some expression of hope ; seeing that 
the whole hfe, from the cradle to the grave, 
is passed in the hope of the Besurrection. I 
am speaking, not so much of particular per- 
sons, and of their consciousness or uncon- 
sciousness of the great things God does, and 
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woiild do, for them, as of Christians gene- 
raUy, and of the life and hope which belong 
to the whole society as the Body of Christ ; 
and it must be allowed that Christians are 
buried, and must be buriedj in the hope of 
the Resurrection. 

If the ministers of religion were left at 
Hberty to use this service or that ; to omit 
this prayer and insert that ; to express hope 
or fear, according to their fancied knowledge 
of the dead, and their views of his final con- 
dition, there would, of necessity, come great 
and just offences ; they would Hve in the 
constant violation of Christian charity, and 
become the worst of Popes, even forestalling 
the Judgment day. It is quite true, that 
no wish <to comfort survivors with false 
hopes for the departed is justifiable ; nor 
can the Church desire to leave an impres- 
sion upon the minds of any congregation, 
that there is but Httle difference between 
saints and sinners, because the same office 
is used for alL All things, and among them, 
of course, the burial of the dead, should be 
done to edifying ; but it is very question- 
able whether any person has been or can be 



BURIAL OP THE DEAD- 121 

found, who could in truth declare that the 
language of the Church Burial Service had 
ever deceived him, or led him to think less 
of sin, through anything it said of the final 
condition, for it says nothing thereof, of the 
best Christian or the worst Christian he 
has ever seen committed to his last resting- 
place. The personal knowledge and the 
conscience of friends and relations can best 
supply for them the truth which the Church, 
in her wide charity, leaves open ; and others, 
who know nothing, find nothing to offend 
them. 

When we have performed the last offices 
of piety and love to the living, our work is 
not done ; we are' to discharge an office of 
piety and charity to the dead. In death 
we do not seem to take a final leave of our 
departed friends. We do not take a final 
leava They have fallen asleep; and we 
siiall meet them again in the morning of 
the Besurrection. Meanwhile, we lay them 
reverently and affectionately in holy ground, 
and remember that, as their bodi^ were the 
temples of the Holy Ghost, their very dust 
is sacred. We still hold them in remem- 
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brance and Christian love, and we provide, 
to the best of our means, that their resting- 
place shall be guarded from desecration, and 
bear upon it some signs of affectionate care, 
and of the strength and freshness of our 
Christian hope. 

But to go back, for a moment, to the 
chamber of deatL The first formal intima- 
tion which is given, beyond its walls, that 
another pilgrim has reached the land of his 
rest^ that another soul has gone up to Gk)D, 
is the soimd of the Passing Belly a term 
manifestly more applicable to the dying 
than to the dead. The fact is, that origi- 
nally, and for a long course of time, the 
passing hell was intended to notify to all 
Christian neighbours that one of the family 
of Christ was, at that very time, passing 
out of this world into the next, and to call 
them to prayer for the departing Christian ; 
and this edifying custom is still observed in 
some foreign Christian Churches, and, at 
the sound of the passing bell, men will lay 
down their tools, and women suspend their 
work for a few moments, to kneel down, and 
send up a short prayer for the safety of the 
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dying soul. And even in this country there 
are parishes where this edifying practice is 
observed ; although, probably owing to the 
difficulties and awkwardnesses that are al- 
most sure to attend this custom, imless the 
greatest care is taken, the summons to me- 
ditation and prayer for the dying has, in 
the great majority, degenerated into a mere 
notice that some one is dead. We have not 
profited by this misuse of the passing bell ; 
but we must make the best of the present 
custom, until the better one is restored ; 
and the solemn and unmistakeable knel], 
which tells us of another death in the parish, 
shoxild be heard with deep awe, and awaken 
in oiu" hearts a train of reflection upon the 
uncertainty of life, and the certainty of 
death, which may be nearer to us than we 
think, and lead us to pray that we may die 
the death of the righteous, and that our 
last end may be like his. 

When the strange and trying interval 
between the going up of the spirit to God, 
and the going down of the body into the 
grave, is past, and we go to deposit the 
remains of our departed in the Church's 
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holy ground, still surrounded on every hand 
by signs of sorrow, and the pageantry of our 
mortal and miserable condition, we are met, 
at the church gate, with words which seem 
to drop on our wearied and exhausted spirits 
like dew from heaven, of blessed promise 
and sweet encouragement — tJie certainty of 
the Remrrection : — 

" I am the Resurrection and the Life, saith 
the LoBD : he that believeth in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live : and who- 
soever liveth and beHeveth in me, shall 
never die. 

" I know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
that He shall stand at the latter day upon 
the earth. And though after my skin 
worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh 
shall I see GrOD : Whom I shall see for myself 
and mine eyes shall behold, and not another. 

" We brought nothing into this world^ 
and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 
The LoBD gave, and the Lobd hath taken 
away ; blessed be the name of the Lord.'* 

And what words could come- with more 
soothing pow^r upon the tried spirits of 
those whose weeks, or months perhaps, of 
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anxious watching are now closed with the 
awful truth, scarce yet realized, that all is 
over, and we shall see the beloved face no 
more on earth ? What words, I say, could 
come with more soothing power upon the 
worn, and wearied, and drooping spirit than 
those with which the Church so tenderly 
meets us 1 and so gently lifts up our souls, 
from the very dust of death, to the S aviour^ 
and to His eternal promise, " I am the Resur- 
rection and the Life, saiih the Lord : he 
that believeth in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall .he live." Away with the chilling 
thought of burial " without any ceremony" ! 

And with regard to the appointed psalms 
and lesson, what could be more edifying 
than those selected for this solemn occasion ? 
especially that remarkable chapter from the 
First Epistle to the Corinthians, which, of 
all chapters in the Bible, is that^ perhaps, 
which the infidel would desire to blot out, 
and the Christian would die to retain : the 
Chapter of the Resurrection. 

When they come to the Grave^ while the 
Corpse is Tnade ready to helai^ into the earth, 
the Priest shall say, or the Priest and Clerks 
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shall sing, those beautiful sentences begin- 
ning with, 

'' Man that is bom of a woman hath but a 
short time to live, and is fiill of misery," so 
expressive of the shortness and vanity of 
life, and the certainty of death, mingled 
with prayer to God for His protection and 
support in life and in death. Far be the 
day, when another " Director/' shall strip our 
Church of these glories, and our souls of 
these consolations, and bid us bury " without 
any ceremony" ! 

But now, after these solemn sentences of 
meditation and prayer, comes the act of 
biuial itself 

Then, while the earth shall he cast upon 
tJie Body by some standing by, the Priest 
shall say : 

" Forasmuch as it hath pleased Almighty 
.God of His great mercy to take unto 
Himself the soul of our dear brother here 
departed, we therefore commit his body to 
the ground ; earth to earth, ashes to ashes 
dust to dust ; in sure and certain hope of 
the resurrection to eternal life, through our 
LoBD Jesus Cheist ; who shall change our 
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vile body, tliat it may be like unto His 
glorious Body, according to the mighty 
working, whereby He is able to subdue aU 
things to HmsELP/' 

Here it is declared that God has taken 
back the soul He gave, the spirit returning 
to God who gave it ; and the Church com- 
mits the body, the now broken down temple 
of the Holy Ghost, to the earth, not with 
any kind of doubt or hesitation as to the 
fulfilment of God's promise at the last, but 
in sure and certain hope of the Resurrection 
to eternal life, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ : that is to say, in the hope of the 
general Resurrection, in which every one 
shall have part, and which, to good Chris- 
tians, shall be a glorious change indeed. 

And may we not believe that our departed 
are gone back to Him who lent them to us 1 
and may we not tenderly and reverently 
commit their bodies to the ground set apart 
by holy rites to receive the dead in Christ ? 
And when we have cast earth to earth, ashes 
to ashes, dust to dust, than which nothing 
can more ftilly represent the reduction of 
the body to its original condition, according 
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to the words, ^*dust thou axt, and unto dust 
shalt thou return," may we not look up for 
the restoration of all things, and for the 
Resurrection of this same body at the last 
day? 

Away for ever, from England and irom 
Englishmen, the very remotest thought of 
a burial service " without any ceremony^' ! 
Away with such cold systems, more frigid 
than death itself, that could place whole 
generations of Christians in their graves, 
without uttering, by the mouth of the 
Church, one single word of hope for any one 
of them ! The Church pronounces nothing 
as to the particular person, whether he shall 
rise to a life of happiness, or to a life of. 
misery ; but asserts generally, and she will 
never cease to assert generally, the Chrisr 
tian's sure hope of the Resurrection after 
death: and for one who is scandalized, thou- 
sands are edified and comforted. 

Unquestionably, the whole tone of the 
Service, from the beginning to the end, is 
hopeful,- as it ought to be, and as every ser- 
vice must be, upon the principles of the 
Church and of Christianity, which is provided 
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for general use. If the impenitence of parti- 
cular persons, over whom this Service is 
read, make any portion of it inapplicable to 
them, the exception must be made in the same 
way in which we may make exception from 
the conjmendation of the Corinthians by St. 
Paul, to meet the case of the sinners who were 
amongst them. The Apostle addresses the 
whole body of the Corinthian Christians as 
exemplary, as saints, "sanctified in Christ 
Jesus," " enriched by Him," at the very same 
time, and in the very same letter, in which 
he reproves some of them for grievous sin. 
And in our OflSce for the Burial of the Dead, 
it is plain that it is framed for those who 
live as Chiistians should : (and who would 
xmdertake to frame it otherwise ?) : and they 
who do not, will be esteemed according to 
their lives, whatever general expressions 
may, in hope and charity, be used. 

Whatever of hardship there may seem to 
be in the matter, it is really the Clergy who 
naturally feel it most ; and the true remedy 
will be found, not in having " burial without 
any ceremony,^' nor in giving Uberty to the 
Clergy to constitute themselves judges, and 

K 
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pronounce, by their choice of this or that 
service, or the omission of this or that 
prayer, whom they consider righteous^ and 
whom they consider sinners ; but rather in 
restoring such discipline in the Church as, 
to their praise, is exercised by some of the 
sectarians, and would exclude notorious sin- 
ners, not from hope, but from the privileges 
of the Church, and, amongst them, from the 
use of her Offices, unless restored as penitent. 



THE THANKSGIVING OF 
WOMEN AFTER CHILD-BIRTH, 

OOMHOSLY CALLED 

THE CHUECHING OF WOMEN. 



" In every thing give thanks." 



The Woman, at the usual time after her 
delivery^ shall come into the church decently 
appareUedy and there shall kneel down in 
some convenient pkbccy as hath been accus- 
tomed, or OfS the Ordinary shall direct. 

Every special mercy should have a special 
and suitable acknowledgment. And those 
observances of the Jewish people, which are 
now plainly abolished in their strict ceremo- 
nial use, were based upon such natural pro- 
priety (independent of the command), that 
they come down to us, in the record of them 
as guides to wiULng minds how to perform 
rehgiously the peculiar duties with which 
they were connected, and which are still to 
be performed on the ground of natural fitness. 
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A Jewish mother was required, at a cer- 
tain time after the birth of her child, and 
when the days of her purification were ac- 
complished, to bring an, offering, varying 
according to her circiunstances ; and atone- 
ment was made for her sins. This obser- 
vance was founded upon the propriety of ac- 
knowledging God's hand, and giving thanks 
to Him for the fruit of the womb, and 
upon the truth ttat all defilements must be 
cleansed away; and so the custom comes 
down to us Christians of making public 
acknowledgment for God's gift of children, 
and His special protection in a time of great 
perilT But it is, perhaps, more the example 
of the mother of our Lord, to which the 
Christian Church has regard, in calling Chris- 
tian mothers to public thanksgiving, in this 
Office for the Churching of Women, St. Luke 
ii. 22. She who, in becoming the mother of 
oiur Blessed Lord^ could have contracted no 
defilement, like unto other mothers, was, 
like her Blessed Son afterwards, anxious to 
** fiilfil all righteousness f and her conduct 
is an example of reverent obedience and 
thankfulness to Christian mothers in all 
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times ; not for the deansing away of any 
legal .defilement, but for the acknowledg- 
ment of a kind of resurrection from the 
dead. Accordingly, the custom of offering 
public thanksgivings after childbirth has 
prevailed (it is believed) in all Churches ; 
and in some parts of Christendom^ it is still 
usual for the mother, coming to give her 
thanks, to bring with her, and to present 
before the Lord, the child wholn He hath 
given her. 

It is evidently the intention of the Church 
of England that thisOflSlce should be devoutly 
used, and at the usual time, by every mother 
in our Israel, unless it be in those cases 
where sin has been committed, and has not 
been followed by repentance. And it may 
safely be said that they, who would neglect 
or disparage this Office of the Church, can- 
not have imbibed any large measure of her 
spirit, or learnt rightly to value the gifts 
of God. Every weU-instructed Christian 
mother feels, more than she can talk about 
it, the decency and propriety of this admi- 
rable Office. 

* In the Greek Church. 
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The visual time ajier her delivery is a 
month. 

The being decently apparelled had refer- 
ence originally to the veil, which was used 
as the covering of modesty at Confirmation, 
Marriage, and Churching ; but must now be 
determined by the sobriety of the woman 
herself, and her own good taste and station. 

The convenient place^ as hath been accus-^ 
tomed, is. In most churches, and correctly 
so, the step in the front of the altar raiL"*^ 

The accustomed o^ermgr, which the Rubric 
at the end of the service directs the woman 
to make, must be taken to mean now such 
an offering in money as may bear some 
proportion to her station and means; and 
which, for convenience, she may lay upon 
the altar rail, for pious and charitable 
employment by the minister (to whom it 
indeed belongs), and as a humble acknow- 
ledgment of God's goodness, before whom 
she would not appear empty. 

It is plain, also, from the same Rubric, 

* " The woman to kneel down in some convenient 
place, nigh unto the place where the Table standeth." 
— Peateb Book of 1559. 
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that the woman giving thanks should receive 
the Holy Communion, if there be a Commu- 
nion that day. And this arrangement for her 
help and her comfort approves itself at once 
to the mind of every devout Christian : for 
now is the njother fresh come out of great 
pain and peril ; now ia her heart fresh fiUed . 
with joy and gratitude; now is she fresh 
come again amongst the living, and taken 
her place again in the assemblies of the 
saints; and now, especially, does she need 
and desire fresh supplies of grace, to help 
her forward in her Christian course, and to 
make her equal, through Christ, to the dis- 
charge of fresh and increasingly important 
duties. 

The Woman that cometh to give her Thanks, 
must offer acctistomed Offerings; and if there 
be a Communion, it is convenient that she 
receive the Holy Communion. 



A COMMINATION, 

OB DENOUNCma OF GOD'S ANGEB AND JUDG- 
MENTS AGAINST SINNEBS, WITH CEBTAIN 
PBAYEBS, TO BE USED ON 'THE FIBST DAY 
OP LENT, AND AT OTHEB TIMES, AS THE 
OBDINABY SHALL APPOINT. 



" K a man will not turn, He will whet His sword.' 



The Commination Service, for Ash- Wed- 
nesday, is a provisional substitute for the 
better discipline of the Church, now in abey- 
ance. 

Open sinners used to be put away, for 
their own amendment, and for the sake of 
the flock ; and the Apostle Paul delivered 
one to Satan, for the destruction of the flesh, 
that his soul might be saved in the day of 
the Lord Jesus. 

This would be a very needless, as well as 
invidious work, according to the Calvinistic 
theory ; but yet an inspired Apostle did it, 
as well for the man's sake as for the sake of 
the Church ; and the Church has, from the 
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first, found it good and needftd to put her 
oifending children, when convicted of noto- 
rious sin, under some ban, if she have not 
always been able to put them to open 
penance. This latter discipline, however, 
has long fallen into disuse in our branch 
of the Christian Church. Notorious sinners 
escape the formal censures of the Church, 
and are oftentimes mingled amongst the 
worshippers, as though no evil thing had 
been done by them : and almost the only 
discipline that now remains is the power 
(which, however, they rarely call into exer- 
cise) still residing in, and claiming to be 
exercised by, the officiating Clergy, of refus- 
ing to them the Holy Communion. 

Every Ash- Wednesday the absence of this 
godly discipline is deplored by the Church, 
and its restoration openly desired : but an 
age of licence and hatred of authority is 
ever more ready to relax than to bind, to 
destroy what remaios, than to restore what 
is decayed. 

Let it be distinctly understood what is 
the true nature of this Commination Service ; 
for tEere are various ignorant objections 
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against it in different quarters, and, strange 
to say, even among Church people. It is 
not the Minister's cursing of sinful people in 
his parish; he only declares God's curses. 
Still less is it the peoples cursing of each 
other; they only own these curses to be the 
word of God. So that none go to church 
on this day, as the phrase is, " to curse their 
neighbours." 

The Commination is neither the minister s 
denunciation nor the people's curse; it is 
something much more solemn, much more 
awful, than either of these — it is God's 
threatening; it is the denunciation of Gods 
anger and judgments against sinners; the 
general sentences of God's cursing against 
impenitent sinners, to move people to re- 
pentance. And to every word and warning 
of God we may well say Amen, for it is 
indeed true, and it is indeed intended for 
our present and eternal good. 

The rest of the OflSce speaks for itsel£ 
And if the most solemn appeals to our 
fears, to our hopes, to our gratitude, to 
our love, can move us ; if the wrath or the 
mercy of God have any power to dissuade 
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US from sin, to encourage us in the way of 
virtue, to soften our hard hearts^ and bend 
our stubborn wills, this Service ought to 
move and melt us. 

Portions of this Service will suggest them- 
selves to persons, accused in conscience, and 
desiring to find suitable expressions for their 
troubled thoughts, and prayers to stir the 
very depths of their souls, and promises to 
comfort the hearts of the truly penitent. 
And may they work, in all, amendment of 
life and a holy peace ! 



FOEMS OP PEATEE 



USED AT SEA. 



The Morning and Evening Service to he 
used daily at Sea shall be the same which is 
appointed in the Book of Common Prayer. 

These two following prayers are to he also 
used in Her Majesty's Navy every day. 

The " Forms of Prayer to be used at Sea'' 
cannot, perhaps, in strictness be called " An 
Occasional Service" of the Church, for this 
simple reason, that it is, by the Rubric, the 
appointed constant service of the Church at 
sea : her Order of Daily Worship ; and the 
prayers and thanksgivings for particular oc- 
casions at sea answer exactly to the prayers 
and thanksgivings vsrhich are printed at the 
end of the Litany. It may, however, be 
expected that they should be briefly noticed 
here, inasmuch as they supply some forms 
of devotion, not elsewhere in our services 
to be found, for important occasions which 
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happen to a vast number of persons, in 
whose interests we are deeply concerned ; 
to all who, in the words of the Litany, 
" travel by water." 

The care of the Church of England, fol- 
lowing closely the loving care of her Divine 
Head for every member of His body, goes 
everywhere with her children, even upon 
the great deep, to be a comfort and support 
to them amidst all its dangers ; and that by 
sea, as well as by land, they may worship 
and serve, as they ought to do, the Creator 
of all things, the Redeemer of all mankind, 
the Sanctifier of all the elect people of God. 
And one of the great advantages resulting 
from the connection of the Church with the 
State, and which is not perhaps STifficiently 
recognized, is this, that Christian Princes do 
exercise (as we see by the Rubric at the 
head of this Office) the power which God 
has given them, in making a way for the 
celebration of divine worship, where the 
Church alone could do but little; and in 
securing at aU events to those who are, in 
the stricter sense, in their service, the rights 
and privileges of Christians ; in taking care 
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that no distance from their shores shall cut 
them off from the communion of the Church, 
and that no length of absence from their 
homes shall estrange them from the reli- 
gion of their fathers. 

There is something very beautiftil in this 
aspect of a Christian Sovereign, who shows 
to all his subjects, near and far oS, and 
whether following their callings upon the 
dry land, or occupying their business in the 
great waters, tossed amid the wonders and 
terrors of the wide sea^ the same parental 
love and the same anxious care for their 
souls' health. 

The Church has but little power to secure 
any observauce of rehgion in those hundreds 
and thousands of floating congregations, 
large or small, who are engaged in the com- 
merce of this great country. She has abso- 
lutely no apparatus for setting before them 
(with an authority which they must recog- 
nize) the means of grace the Lord has 
given her to dispense. The provision of a 
Christian ministry to serve on board ship, 
as they serve on shore, forms no portion of 
the enterprise of even our merchant princes ; 
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nor could it be easily accomplished, if it did, 
save in a comparatively few instances, where 
the numbers in the crews, and the profits 
of trade, would justify the cost of such provi- 
sion. So that, in trading vessels, everything 
must at last be left to the chance piety and 
fidthfulness of individuals; and the best 
hope of the crew, for anything like Christian 
order and Christian growth, is in the Chris- 
tian character of their commander. No 
stated provision can be made by any other, 
except it be by owners having at heart the 
good of their crews, and being very careful 
in the choice of their officers. The com- 
mander of every vessel should be, not sim- 
ply a good officer and a strict disciplinarian ; 
but a good Christian, a sort of patriarchal 
priest, and his ship his parish. Practically, 
all depends upon his piety and his wiU. 
Not so in the Royal Navy. There steps in 
an authority not to be resisted or questioned ; 
and the will of the Sovereign, for the pro- 
motion of God's glory and the extension of 
Christ's kingdom, brings to bear the autho- 
rity with which the King of kings and Lord 
of lords invests Princes, mainly for these ends, 
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and an order of Divine Worship is appointed 
to be used at sea. Here, all being directly 
under authority, the Sovereign can, and a 
Christian Sovereign wiU, provide that the 
worship of the Church shall be oflfered, not 
only in ships of the line, in every ship which 
carries a Chaplain, ;but in every vessel in the 
service. When we consider the number of 
souls employed in the Queen's service, and 
the pecuKar perils attending their calling, 
over and above the ordinary perils of life, 
we must acknowledge it an important and 
a very blessed result of a National Church, 
that these souls are not allowed to perish 
for lack of knowledge, but that the King or 
the Queen of this coimtry, as the Father or 
the Mother of the people, has a care for their 
growth in grace, and labours diligently to 
bring them to the eternal haven where they 
would be. 

These observations arise, naturally, out of 
the Rubrics which introduce this Service. 
And we clearly see that, whatever may be the 
practice, the theory, or rather the rule, in the 
Royal Navy (nor does it appear that this 
order is confined to the Queen's ships) is» 
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Daily Worship axxK)rding to the Book of 
Common Prayer, with such appointed addi* 
tions, in the way of prayers and thanks- 
givings, as shall make the Service such as 
to meet the circumstances of their position. 
After the ordinary service are two Prayers 
to he used in Storms at Sea. And by these 
it will appear, that while the Chinxjh of 
England repudiates all fear, excepting that 
of offending God, and trains her children 
to a high and noble courage, answerable to 
the Christian boldness they learned in their 
Catechism, and exhibited at their Confirma- 
tion, she jfreely admits the actual peril to 
life which there is in the " arrows of the 
Almighty,'' and in the ** whirlwind," and in 
^ the raging waves of the sea.'' She knows, 
and would teach, that true courage consists^ 
not in the denial of danger, but in being 
superior to it in a holy confidence. It is 
riot courage to say there is no danger in 
winds that can "rend the mountains," or in 
the violence of the waves that are " carried 
up to the heaven, and down again to the 
deep;" but in behaving as though there 
L 
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were none. It is not courage to say there 
is no danger in that mysterious element 
which shatters^ in less than a second, the 
hardiest oak, and can bring massive walls 
and towers in ruin about our heads ; but 
there is real bravery in behaving as though 
there were no danger, with the calmness of 
a settled trust in Him who " maketh a way 
for the lightning of the thunder.^ 

Again, when the perils of battle are ap- 
proaching, the Church calls her children to 
prayer, not to weaken but to strengthen 
them ; and the effect of prayer upon those 
who are engaged in a righteous cause is, not 
to enervate, as some so wrongly imagine; 
but to inspire with true Christian boldness, 
which is bolder and stronger than any other ; 
wherefore is appointed " The Prayer to be 
said before a Fight at Sea against any 
Enemy/' for the Church freely confesses that 
all human strength is xmavailing in the day 
of tiial except God bless it» and that human 
skiU and courage, and all the formidabla 
contrivances of modem art, without HiM^ 
are powerless; that it is God, and.Go]> 
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only, who giveth the victory. She puts the 
cause into His hands, so it must not be a 
had one; and she calls upon Him to stir 
up His strength, and come and help ; and 
she pleads for all this with confession of sin, 
and supplications for mercy, knowing that 
all appeals for Divine help and protection 
should come from humble and penitent 
hearts. 

But not only does the Church invite to 
united prayer in the time of near approach- 
ing trouble, but she makes considerate 
provision for those who are cut ofl^ by 
circumstances, from more public prayer. 
Accordingly, she has prepared short ejacu- 
latory Prayers for single persons^ that cannot 
meet to join in Prayer with other Sy by reason 
of the Fighty or Storm^ some of them General 
PrayerSy and some Special Prayers vnth 
respect to the Enemy^ and Short Prayers in 
respect of a Storm; which short prayers 
every sailor would do well to get by heart, 
that^ in those sudden emergencies for which 
they are provided, the heart and Kps may 
open readily in words of matured wisdom 
and piety ; words, too, which vnll be sugn 
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gestive of any other like prayers which 
unforeseen circumstances may call for. 

But yet further, it is appointed, with sin- 
gular propriety, that ** When there shall he 
imminent danger^ as many as can he spared 
from necessary service in the Ship shall he 
called together y and Tnake an humble confes- 
sion of their sin to God : In which every one 
otight seriously to reflect upon those parti- 
cular sins of which his conscience shall 
accuse himJ' And the form of Confession is 
that used in the Office for Holy Coromunion, 
than which none more appropriate could be 
found. And here it will be observed, that 
confession of sin to God is looked upon as 
the special work of that awfiil hour when 
a very present danger may prove &tal to 
many souls, and another moment may land 
them upon the eternal shore. Nor can we 
help seeing the wisdom and faithfulness of 
the Church, which, at this time (and in the 
same spirit in which the same directions are 
given in the Visitation of the Sick), directs 
the thoughts of all to those particular sins 
of which their conscience shall accuse them, 
because there is the hindrance to happiness 
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and readiness for departure, and there lies 
the work of repentance, which is hard work, 
as the time is short. 

This public confession of sin over, " Then 
shall ike Pried, if there he any in the Ship, 
pronounce this Absolution.'^ The Absolution 
which, like the Confession, is taken from the 
Communion Service. And there is good 
reason why this form should have been se- 
lected. It is the most solemn form of public 
confession and absolution ; it is that which, 
in health and safety, precedes our reception 
of the Holy Eucharist ; and so, from this 
happy association, is best calculated to bring 
the whole spiritual frame into a posture of 
deep, inward, spiritual communion, and to 
inspire a simple trust in God, and a patient 
waiting upon the Divine WilL 

The rest of "the Order'' consists, with 
one exception relating to the Burial of the 
Dead at Sea, of forms of thanksgiving and 
hymns of praise, suited to the various deli- 
verances experienced at sea, and giving all 
the glory and the praise of these deliver- 
ances to God. Frequent perils and frequent 
deliverances may have some share in form« 
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ing, in our sailors^ the character which is so 
strongly marked by disregard of danger ; 
and although this disregard of danger in 
many is nothing more than ignorance of it, 
or irreligious hardihood: in many others,, 
and it is to be hoped in greatly increasing 
nimibers and measure, it is the result of a 
firm trust in God, and of the admirable 
habit of absolutely ignoring all danger in 
the performance of duty. 

It may safely be asserted, that true noble* 
ness of character, and g^iuine high courage, 
which so strongly mark, and are so essential 
to, English seamen, are fostered and exalted 
by habits of devotion; and there is no 
power on earth which can make a better 
and a braver man than the teaching and 
discipline of the Church of England. 



THE POEM AND MANNEE OP 
MASITSa, OBDAINING, AND CONSBOBATINa 

OF 

BISHOPS, PfilESlS, AOT) DEACONS, 

ACCORDING TO THE ORDEE OF THE CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND. 



" As my Patheb hath sent me, even so I yon.'* 



"Without these," that is, the Deacons, 
the Bishop, and the Presbyters, "there is no 
Church."* 

"It is evident unto all men diligently 
readiag the Holy Scriptures and ancient 
Authors, that from the Apostles' time there 
have been these Orders of Ministers in 
Christ's Church; Bishops, Priests, and 
Deacons. Which Offices were evermore 
held in such reverend Estimation, that no 
man might presume to execute any of them, 
except he were first called, tried, examined, 

* St. loKATitJS, Bishop of Antioch, Disciple of St. 
John the EvangeliBt, and Martyr of Chbist, a.d. 107. 
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and known to haye such qualities as are 
requisite for the same ; and also by publicr 
Prayer, with Imposition of Hands^ were ap- 
proved and admitted thereunto by lawful 
Authority. And therefore, to the intent 
that these Orders may be (3ontinued, and 
reverently used and esteemed, in the Church 
of England ; no man shall be accounted or 
taken to be a lawful Bishop, Priest, or Dea- 
con in the Church of England, or suffered 
to execute any of the said Functions, except 
he be caUed, tried, examined, and admitted 
thereunto, according to the Form hereafter 
foUowing, or hath had formerly Episcopal 
Consecration, or Ordination. 
, ^ And none shall be admitted a Deacon, 
unless he be Twenty-three years of age, 
unless he have a Faculty. And every man 
which is to be admitted a Priest shall be full 
Four-and-twenty years old. And every man 
which is to be ordained or consecrated Bishop 
shall be fiilly Thirty years of age. 

" And the Bishop, knowing either by him- 
self, or by stiffident testimony, any Person 
to be a man of virtuous conversation, and 
without crime ; and, after examination and 
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triaJ, finding Mm learned in the Latin 
Tongue, and sufficiently instructed in Holy 
Scripture, may at the times appointed in 
Canon, or else, on lu-gent occasion, upon 
some other Sunday or Holyday, in the face 
of^Ae Church, admit him 9* Deacon, in such 
manner and form as hereafter foUoweth/'* 

" The Book of Consecration of Archbishops 
and Bishops, and Ordering of Priests and 
Deacons, lately set forth in the time of Edr 
ward the Sixth, and confirmed at the same 
time by authority of Parliament^ doth con- 
tain all things necessary to such Conse- 
cration and Ordering : neither hath it any- 
thing, that of itself is superstitious and 
imgodly. And therefore whosoever are con- 
secrated or ordered according to the Bites of 
that Book, since the second year of the 
forenamed King Edward unto this time, or 
hereafter shall be consecrated or ordered 
according to the same Bites ; we decree all 
such to be rightly, orderly, and lawfully 
consecrated and ordered/' t 

The above Preface and Article make it 

♦ Preface to the Office. 

t Articles of Beligion, XXXVL 
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plain that the Church of England rests the 
truth and validity of her sacred orders of 
Bishops^ Priests, and Deacons, upon the sure 
ground of Apostolic institution and tin- 
broken succession, and upon the witness of 
Holy Scripture and ancient Authors* This 
is a position difficult to assail ; but in pro- 
portion to its importance, and the vastness of 
the treasure contained within it, so will be 
the efforts of the enemy to take it, or cause it 
to be betrayed to them. If the orders of the 
Church of England could be proved invalid, 
it would be " taking the fountain of all our 
waters ;" or if the people of England coiJd 
be made to believe that our Ordination Ser- 
vices are, as some have presumed to say, 
unscriptural, blasphemous, or superstitious, 
serious damage would be done to the Church, 
and so also (they should know and bear in 
mind) to themselves as Englishmen and 
Christiana Accordingly, assailants have not 
been wanting to accomplish, if possible, in 
turn, both these successes. But the fortress 
stands impregnable, and the waters flow. 
Churchmen are beginning to have a more 
adequate notion of the Church, and more 
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foil confidence in their own position; and 
to see more clearly the artifices of those 
who desire the destruction of their distinc- 
tive character, as Churchmen, and Church 
of England men. If strife for holy things 
is painful, at least it is a sign of faith, and 
life, and activity ; and there is high autho- 
rity for such struggles : " Earnestly contend 
for the faith which was once delivered to 
the saints.""*^ 

The steady and determined attacks upon 
the Church, her doctrines^ her formularies, 
her nationality (organized and carried on 
by persons who avow themselves bent upon 
her ruin, and finding too much sanction in 
the indifference, if not direct imfaithfulness, 
of some of her half-hearted members), is hke 
the violence of a rushing torrent against a 
mighty and majestic rocky clifil It is Kke 
the siege of a great city, confident in its 
strength and its resources : little at present 
has been done but calmly to defend our 
own, and sometimes barely that. It is, how* 
ever, a wearisome work to be always on the 
defensive ; appearing to some eyes as if we 
♦ Ep. St. Jude, Y. 3 



156 OHDINATION. 

were, or might be, always in the wrong. A 
silent and calm defence of onr altars and 
our priesthood, our own citadel, is indeed 
more dignified than continual turbulence 
and hand-to-hand fighting ; but it may be 
highly desirable, and in no way undignified, 
but absolutely needful, whilst we are careful- 
to maintain all our defences, that there 
should now then be a sally from the for- 
tress, to inspirit the garrison, and cripple 
the power of the enemy. Once in a wdy, 
this difficult service has been engaged in, 
and successfully; and it will be held, I 
trusty excusable i£, in any Remarks upon 
our Occasional Services, and more particu* 
larly upon our Consecration Services, any 
proo& should be offered of the truth and 
completeness of our own orders and orga- 
nization which, of necessity, show the un- 
soimdness and insufficiency of any system 
and society which fails in its succession from 
the holy Apostles^ and has lost the blessing 
of Episcopacy. 

It will be gratifying to those who have 
been unwittingly beguiled into thinking that 
the Prayer-Book and the Articles are not in 
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harmony, to find that in this^ at all events, 
there is the most entire accord ; that our 
orders of Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, are 
derived from the Apostles' time ; that to be 
a lawful Minister of the Church of England, 
a man must be episcopally ordained; and 
that the Book of Consecration and Ordering 
^ doth contain all things necessary to such 
consecration and ordering, neither hath it 
anything that of itself is superstitious and 
ungodly" 

After this assertion of the Church, in her 
36th Article, nothing more need be said of 
the Form and Manner of Ordaining, gene- 
roUy; unless it be that every Clergyman of 
the Church of England has the means^ of 
proving his ministerial pedigree from Apos- 
tolic times, and of naming the names of the 
Consecrating Bishops, every link in that 
golden chain of successioxu 

THE POEM AND MANNEE OF MAKING 
or DEACONS. 

Before entering upon the Service itself, it 

• See Palmer's " Origmea liturgicaB;" and Perdval'B 
" Apostolic Succession." 
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may be well to notice an objection (having 
the semblance of pious care for the good of 
the Church), which finds its way, from the 
mouth of the real enemy, to the lips of some 
well-disposed persons of our own commu- 
nion, who make it in sorrow, while the 
others are making it with satisfeotion, that 
our Bishops are not so particular as they 
ought to be, but admit persons to Holy 
Orders, who are not fit for so sacred an em- 
ployment. There is ti^th in the charge of 
unfitness in some who are ordained Clergy 
of the Church of England, just as there is, 
at least, equal truth in the allegation of at 
least equal unfitness in many who, in other 
communions, take upon them the work of 
ministering in the congregations they find, 
or contrive to gather together; an objec- 
tion >vhich holds, in its degree, throughout 
the world: "Who is sufficient for these 
things?" 

This, then, is not the point. The question 
is, not whether some unfit persons succeed 
in making themselves thought fit ? but whe- 
ther all reasonable and proper care be taken 
to prevent deception, and to secure the ordi- 
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nation of a godly ministry ? And this is the 
proper place, in these remarks, to ascertain 
the fact ; because all the precautions, above 
alluded to, are taken previous to the day of 
Ordination, and do not appear, except very 
incidentally, in the Ordination Service itself. 

It wiU only be necessary, I think, to show 
what the Bishops require of every person 
seeking the order of '* Deacon" in the Church 
of England. Independent ot personal inter- 
views, and references to persons of credit 
acquainted with the candidate, and private 
inquiries of people likely to know his man- 
ner of life, there are these official testiino- 
jiies ; — 

Certificate of Baptism ; 

Certificate of attendance on Divinity 
Lectures ; 

College testimonials, and the testimonial 
of three beneficed Clergymen, to whom the 
candidate is known, countersigned by their 
Bishop ; 

The Si quis, which is a challenge to the 
parishioners among whom the candidate 
lives, to say, if they can, either then at 
Church, or by communication to the Bishop, 
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anything against him which should disquar 
lify him for the oflBice and work of a Deacon ; 

And finally, a strict examination as to his 
learning. 

With these precautions, and means of 
detecting unfitness^ it may he asked, At 
whose door does the sin lie, if men of bad 
lives are sometimes thrust into the ministry 
of the Church of England 1 

When the day appointed hy the Bishop 
is comey ajier Morning Prayer is endedy 
there shall he a Sermon or Exhortation^ de- 
dating the Duty and Office of such as come 
to he admitted Deacons; Iww necessary that 
Order is in the Church ofCsRiBTy and also, 
how the people ought to esteem them in their 
Office. 

The Bishop appoints the day of Ordi- 
nation ; but his discretion as to time has 
limits and guidance; for the Ride of the 
Church, aheady referred to, and appointed 
in the Canon XXXI., is this : — ^** Forasmuch 
as the ancient Fathers of the Church, led 
by example of the Apostles, appointed 
Prayers and Fasts to be used at the solemn 
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ordering of Ministers ; and to that purpose 
allotted certain times, in which only sacred 
orders might be given or conferred: we, 
following their holy and religious example, 
do constitute and decree, tjiat no Deacons 
or Ministers be made and ordained, but 
only upon the Sundays immediately follow- 
ing jejunia quatuor temporum (the fasts of 
the four seasons), commonly called Ember 
weeks, appointed in ancient time for prayer 
and fasting (purposely for this cause at 
their first institution), and so continued at 
this day in the Church of .England : and 
that this be done in the Cathedral or Parish 
Church where the Bishop resideth, and in 
the time of Divine Service, in the presence 
not only of the Archdeacon, but of the Dean 
and two Prebendaries at the least; or (if 
they shall happen by any lawful cause to be 
let or hindered) in the presence of four other 
grave persons^ being Masters of Arts at the 
least, and allowed for public preachers." 

, This rule will help to show the meaning 

and value of the Ember seasons, which are 

appointed by the Church to be observed, 

and which are thus described in the Table of 

M 
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"Days of Fasting and Abstinence," in the 
Book of Common Prayer : — 



The Ember-dajs at the 
Pour Seasons, being the 
Wednesday, Eriday,and 
Saturday after , . . . 



The First Sunday in Lent. 
The Feast of Pentecost. 
September 14. 
December 13." 



These are seasons of humiliation, suited 
to the great work the Church has in hand 
at those times ; and they should be observed, 
not only by service in our churches, but in 
secret prayers at home ;* and these seasons 
should be observed in every parish in the 
kingdom ; for if there is an important work, 
calling for the prayers of all the faithful, is 
it not the Ordination of her Ministers? 
which Ordinations, according to her rule, 
and in the spirit of Common Prayer, should 
be going on at the same time in every Ca-^ 
thedral Church (see Canon XXXI.) in the 
kingdom. If we believe in the efficacy of 
prayer, and yet wiU not, at the appointed 
time, pray according to the direction of the 
Church, " in the Emher-weehSy for those that 
are to he admitted to holy Orders;'^ or if 

* One of the prayers for the Ember-weeks might 
be added with advantage to ordinary family prayers ; 
and might also be used by indiyiduals in the closet. 
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people know of disqualifications in those 
who seek to enter into Orders, and are not 
true enough to the Church to give notice of 
these impediments when challenged, how 
can it be wondered at that we should miss 
a blessing we might have had in answer to 
earnest, united prayer, and in the use of the 
other means provided to secure it. 

The Office itself shows, with clearness, 
the pains taken that the work in hand shall 
be worthy of the end ; and it wiU be noticed 
that the congregation present are again 
challenged to come forth, and show any 
crime or impediment, if there be any, for 
which the candidates ought not to be ad- 
mitted to the office. 

The Service then proceeds, in the way 
appointed, with the reading of suitable sen- 
tences from 1 Tim. iii* 8, and Acts vi. 2 ; 
and " Then shall the Bishop excuraine every, 
one of them that are to he Ordered, in the 
presence of the people^' as to their call to 
the work, spiritually and ecclesiastically, and 
their faith in the Holy Scriptures, and their 
determination to read the same to the peo- 
ple. The Bishop then reminds then^ of the 
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peculiar duties of Deacons, and inquires if 
they will gladly and willingly do them, and 
whether they will fashion their whole life 
according to the doctrine of Christ, and be 
reverently obedient to authority ? 

. And when due answer is made, " Then the 
Bishop laying his Hands severally upon the 
Head of every one of them^ humhly kneeling 
before him, shall say. Take thou Authority 
to execute the Office of a Deacon in the 
Church of God committed unto thee ; In 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. Amen." " Then 
shall the Bishop driver to every one oftfi^em 
the New Testament, saying, Take thou Au- 
thority to read the Gospel in the Church of 
God, and to preach the same> if thou be 
thereto licensed by the Bishop himself.'* 
Such is the limited authority confided to 
Deacons in the Church of England. 

And when we consider in what the office 
of a Deacon consists, as shown to us in Holy 
Scripture, and enforced upon the candidates 
by the Bishop at their Ordination, and 
think of the pressing wants of a vast semi^ 
heathen population, which are partially met 
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by City Missions and the employment of 
Scripture Readers, we cannot fail to see ttat 
the tme remedy for the evil of an inade- 
quate Ministry is to be found, not in any 
new invention of instruments and methods, 
but in a multiplication of Deacons, as sug- 
gested some time since by the present Arch- 
deacon of London. These Deacons might 
remain in their office for something longer 
than the ordinary period, and not make that 
office a mere, or even a necessary, stepping- 
stone to the Priesthood, at the end of a 
twelvemontL Possibly the Curates' Aid 
Society might make this a subject of their 
special consideration. It has been mooted 
in Convocation, and probably will be again. 

THE FOEM AKD MANNEE OF OEDEEING 
OF PEIESTS. 

This Office differs from the Office for the 
Ordering of Deacons just so much as to 
meet the case of Priests, who receive higher 
gifts, and are entrusted with a larger autho- 
rity. 

, As the authority given to the Deacon is 
to execute the office of a Deacon, whose duty 
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is mainly to assist the Priest in Divine Ser- 
vice, to catechize, and visit the sick and 
poor, and to read the Gospel in the church, 
and preach, if Ucensed thereto ; the authority 
given to the Priest reaches to every portion 
of the pastoral work, saving Confirmation 
and Ordination. And the superior authority 
given to the Priest is given with circum- 
stances of deeper solemnity, and accompanied 
by the special gift of the Holy Spirit for 
that particular work. 

When the Holy Spibtf has been solemnly 
invoked by the Bishop and the whole con- 
gregation, in secret prayers, ^for which 
prayers there shall he silence kept for a 
space,' and when that ancient and beautifiil 
hymn, Veni Creator, and the succeeding 
prayer of the Bishop, have been said, ** The 
Bishop with the Priests present shaU lay 
their hands severally upon the heads of every 
one that receiveth the Order of Priesthood ; 
the Receivers humbly kneeling upcn their 
knees, and the Bishop saying, Receive the 
Holy Ghost for the Office and Work of a 
Priest in the Church of God, now committed 
unto thee by the Imposition of our hands. 



ORDINATION. 167 

Whose sins thou dost- forgive, they are for- 
given ; and whose fflns thou dost retain, they 
are retained. And be thou a fidthful Dkh 
penser of the Word of God, and of His 
Holy Sacraments ; in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Amen." 

" Then the Bishop shall deliver to every 
one of them kneeling, the Bible into his hand, 
saying, Take thou Authority to preach the 
Word of God, and to minister the Holy 
Sacraments in the Congregation, where thou 
shalt be lawfully appointed thereunto." 

The authority, therefore, which is here 
given to the Priest, and which is superadded 
to that given to the Deacon, has reference 
to the whole discipline of repentance, and to 
the Ministration of the Word and Sacra- 
ments,"^ and the Holy Spirit is given to 
enable him. 

Now, this whole matter must be looked 
full in the face. A marvellous thing is pro- 
fessed to be done ; an extraordinary power 
professed to be conferred. Is this marvel- 

• Wesley would not let his Preachers administer 
Sacraments. 
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lous thing done, and is this extraordinary 
power given 1 or are we to consider that 
the Chief Pastors of the flock are deceiving 
both Priests and people with a solemn 
mockery ? If such a Service were not ac- 
cording to the Divine Will, and such gifts 
were not confirmed in heaven, we might 
rather expect that the Lord of heaven and 
earth would long ago have swept away the 
profaners, and have removed their candle- 
stick out of its place. No ; it is a solemn 
work, involving the highest results ; but it 
is a true one. And the gift of spiritual grace 
is a reality ; and the power of binding and 
loosing is given ; and the ordained Priest is 
the true and duly authorized dispenser of 
the Word of God, aAd of His Holy Sacra- 
ments. 

We do not lower the solemn words, *^ Ee- 
ceive the Holy Ghost for the OflSice and 
Work of a Priest," to mean, " We now pray, 
and we trust that at some time or other 
God will give you His Spnirr, to enable 
you to execute this ofl&ce faithfully;" but 
we believe that the Great Head of the 
Church, in His care for the whole Body, has 
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appointed commissioned servants to rale 
that Church, and that He has given them 
power to consecrate a succession of men to 
the holy work of winning souls to Christ, 
and building up the faithftd, even to the 
day of the great consiunmation ; and we 
believe that^ while He is pleased to use 
outward means, He does work aU things 
Himself by the operation of His Holy and 
Invisible Spirit ; and we believe that He 
bestows a marvellous, a miraculous present 
gifty even the gift of the Holy Ghost; that 
He Himself now, at the begiiming of a spi- 
ritual office and work, pours, through the 
channel of consecrated hands. His living 
and life-giving Spirit upon the head, and, 
if he be willing, into the heart of him upon 
whom the Bishop lays his hands ; and that 
this precious gift of God passes through 
human hands,N and is then assured to the 
receiver, when that Bishop says, " Receive 
the Holy Ghost for the Office and Work 
of a Priest in the Church of God, now 
committed unto thee by the Imposition of 
our hands." 

And marvellous as this gift is^ where, 
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after all, and in what respect, is it more 
marvellous than the same gift, which ac- 
companies the Baptism of His disciples ? 
Where, and in what respect^ is it more mar- 
vellous than the same gift, given in the 
same manner, at Confirmation ? Where, and 
in what respect, is it more marvellous really 
than any other gift of the Spirit, given in 
answer to prayer, or in the use of any other 
means of grace ? And how can it be more 
marvellous than those alleged gifts of the 
Spirit which come without any means of 
grace, and, as the receivers would say, direct 
from heaven ? That it is a high act of faith 
in the Church, both as to the spiritual gift 
and the authority, is true enough ; but 
Christians walk by faitL Our duty is 
taught us in those remarkable words, " What- 
soever ye shall ask in prayer, beUeving, ye 
shall receive;" "If ye shall say to this 
mountain. Be thou removed, and be thou 
cast into the sea, it shall obey you." And 
if it be alleged that this was said to the first 
disciples, who were empowered to work mira- 
cles for the success of the Gospel, still the 
argument remains the same, that it was 
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meant to encourage, and was enough to 
encourage, undoubting faith on the part of 
the Church, and especially in those who are 
in the Apostles' place, that GrOD would never 
be wanting in the supply of His best gifts, 
to enable His servants to carry on the work 
He had given them to do ; and the employ- 
ment of the channel of Apostles' hands in 
the first age,* and of their successors, the 
Bishops, ever since, is in accordance with 
His dealings with us in aU other things, 
with every other part of the Christian sys- 
tem, and with the very nature and consti- 
tution of man, who, in his own person, and 
in everything with which he is connected, 
is, and feels himself to be, a compound of 
the outward and inward, the visible and 
invisible, the bodily and spiritual, the tem- 
poral and eternal, the mortal and immortal. 
The life of each Christian is to be a life of 
faith ; the whole work of the Church is the 

* It is worthy of remark, that the vacancy caused 
by the fall of Judas was filled up, not by Chbist, but 
by the Apostolate, acting on their derived and trans- 
missive powers. 
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work of faith ; and we say, not " How is 
this r but "5o is this." 

The authority to bind and loose is autho- 
rity to execute the disdjdine of repentance. 
The Deacon cannot pronounce the absolution, 
because he is not charged with the work of 
discipline ; it belongs not to his oflSce, and 
is not in the words of his ordination ; but 
the Priest is expressly asked whether he 
will give his faithful diligence to minister 
"the discipline of Christ ;" and he replies 
" he wiU so do, by the help of the Lord,'' 
So that when, after proper care and examin- 
ation had, the Priest is satisfied of the 
repentance of sinners, he may, and ought to, 
absolve them ; that is to say, he may and 
ought to convey to them, as the channel 
and instrument of GtOd's mercy, the forgive- 
ness of God,* and assure them of that pre- 

* The gift of pardon is God's gift ; but, as we com- 
monly say, a deed of gift, signed, sealed, and delivered 
to ns, gives us the property it names, whereas the 
owner, and not the deed, is the real giver, so we say 
the Priest absolves, when it is really God, and God 
only, who absolves by his instrumentality. God is seen 
and acknowledged in the honoured agent Hs employs. 
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cious gift. And so when, after proper care 
and examination, he is compelled to think 
any impenitent, he may not absolve them ; 
but may and ought to keep them still under 
the discipline of repentance^ and declare to 
them the continued displeasure of God 
against impenitent sinners. And so we 
may esteem and thankfully use the gifts of 
GrOD, whether for our comfort or our correc- 
tion. 



THE FOEM OP 
OEDAININa OE CONSECRATING 

AN AECHBISHOP OE BISHOP, 

WHICH IS ALWAYS TO BE PERFOEMED UPON 
SOME SUNDAY OR HOLYDAY, 



" Episcopatus a Deo profectus est." " Epis- 
copacy came forth from God/' * 

When all things are duly prepared in the 
Churchy and set in order, after Morning 
Prayer is ended, the Archbishop {or some 
other Bishop appointed) shall begin the 
Communion Service ; in which, dc. 

As the Ordination Service for Priests 
differs from the Ordination Service for Dea- 
cons, as their ojffice and authority differ, so 
does the Form of Consecration of a Bishop 
differ from them both, as his office and au- 
thority is higher than theirs. The Collects 
and Holy Scriptures to be read, as in the 

* John Calvht. 
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other cases, axe framed and selected accord- 
ingly. 

The Bishop Elect has been nominated by 
the Sovereign, after the maimer of Christian 
Princes in former times, and having been 
elected by the chapter of the cathedral 
church of the diocese, the Archbishop, in 
the Service, demands the King s mandate 
for the consecration ; and, after solemn in- 
vocation of the Holy Ghost, and Prayer, 

Then the Archbishop and Bishops present 
shall lay their hands upon the head of the 
elected Bishop hneeling before them upon his 
knees, the Archbishop saying, " Receive the 
Holy Ghost, for the Office and Work of a 
Bishop in the Church of God, now commit- 
ted unto thee by the Imposition of our 
hands ; In the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 
And remember that thou stir up the grace 
o£ God which is given thee by this Impo- 
sition of our hands: for GrOD hath not 
given us the spirit of fear, but of power, 
and love, and soberness." 

Then the Archbishop shall deliver him 
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the Bible^ saying, ^ Give heed unto reading, 
exhortation, and doctrine. Think upon the 
things contained in this Book. Be diligent 
in them, that the increase coming thereby 
may be manifest unto all men. Take heed 
imto thyself and to doctrine, and be diligent 
in doing them : for by so doing thou shalt 
both save thyself and them that hear thee. 
Be to the flock of Christ a shepherd, not a 
wolf; feed them, devour them not. Hold 
up the weak, heal the sick, bind up the 
broken, bring again the outcasts, seek the 
lost. Be so merciful, that you be not too 
remiss; so minister discipline, that you 
forget not mercy : so that when the chief 
Shepherd shaU appear you may receive the 
never-fading crown of glory; through Jesus 
Christ out Lord. Amen.'' 

The remarks which have been made upon 
the gift of the Holy Spirit, by the channel 
of human hands, in the Qjffice for the Order- 
ing of Priests, apply with equal force to the 
gift of the Holy Ghost for the office and 
work of a Bishop. But the authority given 
to a Bishop is mainly the authority of 
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govemment.* And the most remarkable 
thing in this Service is the gentle, but 
faithful strain in which the tenderest and 
most endearing oflSces of a Pastor are re- 
called to, and pressed upon th^f mind and 
heart o^ the newly consecrated Bishop. 

Here, in these Orders of the Ministry, is 
verily the root of our ministerial life, and 
the tower of our strength. What should 
we be without them 1 and how more bles- 
sedly could we derive them than in such 
holy services as these ? Services which fear- 
lessly embody strong and impopular doc- 
trine, and seem to say, " Let God be true, 
and every man a liar." 

* There is not, in the Ordination of a Priest, any 
express reservation to the Bishop of Confirmation and 
Ordination ; nor, in the Consecration of a Bishop, any 
special mention of these as pertaining solely to his 
office. They pass under the term, " Office and Work 
of a Bishop in the Church of G-on," witnessed to by 
uniform and unbroken tradition. Grovernment, in a 
degree, is given to the Priesthood, as may be seen 
from the solemn words of institution, as to the " cure 
and government of souls,'* &c. In truth, the distinc- 
tion between the Diaconate and Priesthood is a dis- 
tinction in kind; while that between the Priesthood 
and the Episcopate is rather a distinction in degree. 

N 
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0, let Englishmen thank God they have 
such a Church to shelter in ; it is, in truth, 
the people's rich possession ; and such a 
divinely ordained Ministry to teach and 
guide them ! Let them never cease to 
praise God for all His gracious gifts ; and 
pray that, through the faithful labours of 
God's chosen servants, His kingdom may 
be daily extended and strengthened, and 
many thousands upon thousands, and thou- 
sand thousands, of precious jewels be pre- 
pared to be gathered up by the Son of God, 
when He shall come again in the end for 
His own. Amen. 



CONCLUSION. 



Such are the Occasional Serv'ces of the 
Church of England; such and so edifying 
their whole tone and character ; deeply spi- 
ritual and thoroughly practical. And if 
they are taken together with the constant 
Offices of the Church, I mean the Morning 
and Evening Prayer, the Creeds, the Litany, 
and the Order of the Administration of the 
Lord's Supper, or Holy Communion, in- 
cluding, as this Service does, the Collects, 
Epistles, and Gospels for all the Sundays 
and other Holydays of the year, a system 
and form of Divine worship and service 
is presented to us, the like of which, for 
piety, charity, truth, and sober grandeur, 
is not to be found in the whole world. We 
have in it a body of Catholic tnith and 
CathoUc devotions which could not have 
been put together by the unaided intelligence 
of man, and which bears, stamped upon it, 
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the marks of the superintending and guiding 
Spirit of the living God.* Next to the 
Bible, the Book of Common Prayer claims 
our veneration for the truth and profitable- 
ness of its contents, and as being the nearest 
to inspired of all uninspired writings. The 
Services of the Church of England, taken 
together, set before us the whole counsel of 
God, and the whole duty of man ; and its 
worship is worship in spirit and in tenth. 

Of course it will be said, if such be the 
character of the Church Servicesi, if such be 

* " Our beloved Liturgy is not the work of one man, 
of one society, or of one age; it is, like the British 
Constitution, a precious result of accumulative and 
collective wisdom. Its materials were gradually 
formed, and safely deposited among the records of 
various Churches, Eastern and "Western, more and 
less ancient, more and less pure ; and when time wad 
ripe for its formation, its compilers were led, 1 v^idly 
believe, by a wisdom not their own, to proQeei on thd 
principle of rejecting whatever was peculiar to any 
sect or party, to any age or nation, and retaining that 
bacred deposition which had the cotnmon sanction of 
all; so that, in. addition to the touchstone of sacred 
Scriptures, we have the semper et vhique of th« 
Catholic Church to satisfy us that this, our National 
Commentary, is framed according to the analogy of 
faith."-^Bp. Jebb to Mb. EjrOx:, Letter LIX. 
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the spiritual beauty of the Prayer Book, 
what manner of persons ought Churchmen 
and Churchwomen to be in all holy conver- 
sation and godliness I and what great 
responsibilities must rest upon people who, 
from their very earliest years, are made 
familiar with such abundant and excellent 
helps to holiness! And verily it is sa 
What manner of persons ought we to be ! 
What fearful responsibilities are upon us ! 
As it is the design, so it is the natural ten- 
dency of every portion of our Service Book, 
to build us up into an holy temple in the 
Lord. I say, the nxUural tendency; because 
this tendency may, by unnatural and un- 
grateful neglect, or abuse of our privileges, 
in one word, by sin, be frustrated. 

Let not, then, the possession and habitual 
use of 80 glorious an inheritance, as we have 
in the Book of Common Prayer, become our 
sin; which it will do, if our hearts and 
lives are not the better for it. Church peo- 
J)le oughts indeed, to be before the rest of 
the world in true, godliness ; they ought to 
be, in a pre-eminent degree, the lights of 
the world and ihe salt of the earth; and 
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a terrible reckoning will -be one day taken 
with us, for unprofitableness under such 
heavenly culture. 

The fruit of Church worship and Church 
principles should be seen, not in an uncha- 
ritable contempt of those who have fewer 
privileges and feebler helps, but by using 
faithfully our own ; by rejoicing in the 
truth we hold, without boasting, and desiring 
the same good for others ; by thankfulness 
for our escape from aU error, from which we 
are kept, and sorrow for all who fall into it. 

It should be seen in our public life, and 
in our private life, and every relation of it*; 
and it should produce in us that consistency 
in holiness, which all men shall acknowledge 
to come from a heart given to God, filled 
with His Spmn, and at pqace with Him. 

It must be seen in a constant partaking 
of the worship of the Church, and most 
especially that greatest and most blessed 
portion of her worship, the Lord's Supper ; 
a walking in all the commandments and 
ordinances of the Lord blameless; and a 
kind and Christian deportment towards aU 
our brethren in Christ, as members of ijie 
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same body, so that the world shall be com- 
pelled to say, " See how these people love 
one another!" But it must be seen, not 
only in the wide extent of the whole Chris- 
tian brotherhood, but in the narrower circles 
of our own homes, producing those habits 
of piety and love, which make a Christian 
household a type, and a foretaste, too, of our 
eternal home in the bosom of our Father. 
And lastly, it will be felt and enjoyed, where 
it cannot be seen, in the narrowest circle of 
all, our own hearts ; narrow indeed, in one 
sense, yet wide enough to be the habitation 
of God, through the Spirit, producing there 
a true peace, a well grounded hope, a patient 
waiting for Christ and the glory which 
shall be revealed. And these eflfects will be 
like the coming and returning tide ; they 
wiU follow us from the public assemblies of 
the faithful to our own homes, and from the 
bosom of our families into the recesses of 
our own hearts, only to flow back again 
with equal power and regularity to all around 
us, near at hand and afar off, children, ser- 
vants, neighbours, brethren in Christ all 
the world over, in acts of brotherly love arid 
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kindness ; and to God, in holy worship, and 
acts of highest adoration. 

Such should be the firuit of true Church 
worship and true Church principles, whidi 
Churchmen should, and we hope do, prize 
and cherish ; not for any party purpose, nor 
simply because they are an ancient inheri- 
tance, and have been the means, in God's 
hands^ of leading coimtle^s souls to heaven, 
but because they are ** the best way," God'iS 
own way; the surest means, because the 
divinely appointed means, of securing the 
ever abiding Presence of Christ our 
Saviour with us. 

O Almighty God, who hast built Thy 
Church upon the foundation of the Apostles 
and Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being 
the head comer-stone; Grant us so to be 
joined together in unity of spirit by their 
doctrine, that we may be made an holy tem- 
ple, acceptable unto Thee; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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